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Figure la. The area of this study’s focus in central Colorado.

Littleton/Englewood Wastewater Treatment Plant, Englewood, Colorado
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ABSTRACT

The South Platte River, which originates in the Rocky Mountains, eventually runs through the center of metropolitan Denver, Colorado
and north through agricultural plains. Since 1998, the watershed has been extensively monitored by the South Platte Coalition for Ur-
ban River Evaluation (SPCURE). In 2008, it was reported that there was little if any change of E. coli levels in the South Platte as it
moved through the Denver metropolitan area. New research, using more sensitive data trend modeling and corrections for differences (i
between analytical methods, can now distinguish an impact in the metropolitan area despite very noisy data. A V '

The data collected from this ongoing study still demonstrates that the now implemented stream standard of 126 cfu/l00ml will be dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to attain in the urban South Platte River watershed because of natural biological conditions. It also demon-
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Figure 1b. SPCURE sample sites in the Denver

urban South Platte River Watershed.

Figure 3a. Summary of SPCURE E. coli presented using a Lowess weighted running aver-
age model fit and correction for analytical method differences. From Englewood to
Platteville (~55 miles), Denver centered at Cherry Creek.
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Figure 3b. Summary of SPCURE E. coli presented using a Lowess weighted running aver-
age model fit and correction for analytical method differences. Denver centered at
Cherry Creek. Expanded vertical scale.
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strates the degree to which large sets of temporal and spatial data, are necessary to understand complex relationships in a watershed. Figure 4a. Summary of SPCURE E. coli presented using a Lowess weighted running aver- Figure 4b. Summary of SPCURE E. coli presented using a Lowess weighted running aver-
age model fit and correction for analytical method differences. Horizontal scale ex- age model fit and correction for analytical method differences. Horizontal scale ex-
_,/ panded from Englewood to Thornton (~20 miles), Denver centered at Cherry Creek. panded. Denver centered at Cherry Creek. Expanded vertical scale.
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