Generating Interest in Water Quality
Through Better Reporting

Sara Steiner
Volunteer Lake Assessment Program
NH Dept. of Environmental Services



Talk to Me:

Can you swim and
recreate?
Can aquatic life survive?

Seen something fishy?
Want answers about that lake’s water
quality?

Join the New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services (DES) Volunteer
Lake Assessment Program (VLAP) and
find out!

Is NH lake water quality
getting better, worse or
staying the same?

25 for 25: Tackling Phosphorus in our Lakes.
Great progress has been made in 25 years.
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New VLAP Reports

Review of New England
state program reports.

Meet audience needs?
One report for all lakes.
e Regional Reports (2012)

Individual reports for all
lakes.

e Individual lake reports (2013)

Staff requirements.




Regional Reports

7 Geographical
Regions
e HUC 8 Watersheds (18)

Looking at regional
water quality.

e Trends specific to
regions.

e Regional influences.



Regional Reports
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Individual Lake
Reports

* Two Page

* User-Friendly

* Distribute widely
® Curb Appeal



Individual Lake Reports
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Individual Lake Reports

“I want to tell you how impressed I am with the
DLS Regional Report I received last week. The
idea of a regional report makes all sorts of good
sense, providing useful comparisons within the
common area. The report was obviously well
researched and clearly and thoughtfully
presented. The descriptions and analysis of
trends was complete yet concise; I felt the
accompanying (glraphs were particularl

useful. Itis evident that a good deal oX time,
care, and thought and effort went into this
production. It is appreciated, and I thank you,

Sara.”

“I think the reports are excellent and
the recent change to make
comparisons by regions is great so that
we have a baseline

to compare.”

“This is great!

I'll pass onto lake officers and fellow
testers.

I'll also pass on Guide to Storm water
management to see what we can do to
curb run offs as indicated. After reading
the article, I'll ask if you think we need
more testing in those areas.”

“I LOVE the 2012 individual lake

reports. Great format to share with the
association members and residents. nice
job!”






Continue to evolve and provide useful data to
make informed decisions on local and state level.

Questions?

Sara Steiner
VLAP Coordinator

(603) 271-2658
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