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Abstract 

The “Is It Safe to Swim In Our Wa-
ters?” (aka “Safe to Swim”) My Wa-
ter Quality Portal 
(www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/
safe_to_swim) run by the California 
Water Quality Monitoring Council 
(www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/
monitoring_council) aims to inform 
and protect swimmers and waders 
(REC-1) from waterborne diseases.  

 

The monitoring of “beach” water quality is done by city and 
county health agencies, sewage treatment plants, environ-
mental groups, citizen monitoring groups and others. While 
data is available for marine beach water quality, data for 
freshwater beaches and swimming areas are not as readily 
available. Help is needed in all 58 counties of California with 
collecting, interpreting, transforming, and sharing freshwater 
safe to swim water quality data.  

 

In 2013 a project was conducted to investigate how to en-
hance the usability of an existing website to inform the public 
about safe to swim water quality for freshwater recreation.  
The project also investigated how the web-portal could pro-
mote collaboration, data sharing and otherwise assist agen-
cies to provide better protection for swimmers/bathers within 
their jurisdictions and provide usable information for the rec-
reating public. 

 

Information was collected using an online survey from organi-
zations that conducted water quality monitoring which includ-
ed “safe to swim” water quality parameters, informed the rec-
reating public about water quality or  were otherwise involved 
with protecting freshwater swimmers and waders. Recom-

Web-Portal 

Is It Safe to Swim In Our Waters? 

 

Methods  
This project’s primary interest was to improve the My Water Quality portal for “safe to swim” and to assist those in need of information on freshwater “safe to swim” water quality. Our research methodology consisted of 
surveying water quality monitors and public health programs with basic questions that would help inform the Safe-to-Swim Workgroup (www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/swim_workgroup) about the col-
lection of freshwater “safe to swim” water quality data,  the uses and application of fresh water “safe to swim” water quality data and the ways programs inform the public of water quality issues related to REC1. To assist 
with this endeavor a subgroup was formed within the Work Group and meetings were held to assist researches. The sub-working group met to discuss the development of the survey tool and suggested changes to be 
made regarding the phrasing of some questions to allow better understanding by the general public. The sub-working group also helped decide some primary research goals which the survey would help us answer.  
 
The survey was conducted using Constant Contacts email and survey services. 

Summary of Results  

This survey helped us understand who is actively engaged with safe to swim activities and maybe interested in helping with freshwater safe to swim web-portal activities. Learning where these organizations were located helped us understand what types of problems are being ad-
dressed within the many region of the state and why they are monitoring.  It was learned that many of these organizations also could use assistance so that their data  California Environmental Data Exchange Network (CEDEN) so that their data can be used in the portal.  This is an area 
the Work Group can provide assistance. Doing so will also allow the Work Group to better enhance the web-portal with information that will be more useful to those doing “safe to swim” water quality outreach. Those who are not conducting water quality monitoring (13.2%) may 
need tools, methods or other guidance to begin their own monitoring program. These programs may also benefit by greater CEDEN usage which would lead to a more robust data set for their needs.  Through this survey we learned that the programs monitoring freshwater are not as 
advanced as coastal beach programs.  The Work Group can foster the development and growth of these programs by enhancing not the web-portal but the Work Group’s webpage with information on all aspects of supporting REC 1 (monitoring, assessments, communication…). 

Conclusion—Next Steps 
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The Monitoring Council seeks to provide multiple perspectives on water quality information and to 

highlight existing data gaps and inconsistencies in data collection and interpretation, thereby  

identifying areas for needed improvement in order to better address the public’s questions  

My Water Quality Web-Portal IS IT SAFE TO SWIM IN OUR WATERS? 
www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/safe_to_swim/ 

Safe to Swim Work Group 
www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/swim_workgroup/ 

CWQMCN Webinar Videos 

www.youtube.com/CWQMCN 
 

Resources 

IS IT SAFE TO SWIM IN OUR WATERS? SAFE TO SWIM WORK GROUP 

Beach water quality monitor-

ing and strong pollution pre-

vention measures are critical 

for protecting beach goers 

from waterborne diseases. 

Monitoring is performed by 

city and county health agen-

cies, publicly owned sewage 

treatment plants, other dis-

chargers, environmental 

groups and numerous citizen-

monitoring groups. 

View Monitoring and Assess-

ment Information Click on 

a county or; Select from 

the Show County info menu. 

Out of 74 total survey 

attempts. The survey generat-

ed 53 usable responses.  These 

were spread statewide. 

 


