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Overview

• Who we are and monitoring objectives

• Need for invasive species monitoring

• Program overview

• Challenges

• Future goals



Indiana Clean Lakes Program

 Sponsored by Indiana
Department of
Environmental
Management (IDEM)

 Administered through
I.U. School of Public and
Environmental Affairs
(SPEA)

 Created in 1989
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Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program Objectives

• Collect water quality data that will contribute to the
understanding of how Indiana lakes function

• Encourage citizen involvement

• Provide educational material to citizens



Citizen Scientist Activities

Measure water clarity

Qualitatively report lake water
quality:

 Recreation Potential

 Physical Appearance

Water Color



Citizen Scientist Activities

 A subset of volunteers collect
water samples for Total
Phosphorus and Chlorophyll-a

 Dissolved oxygen and temperature
monitoring

 Lake level monitoring

 Aquatic invasive species
monitoring

 Aquatic invasive plant
monitoring

 Zebra Mussel Early Detection



Why Develop the Program

Hydrilla

• Lake Manitou

Brazilian elodea

• Griffy Lake

1. First Line of Defense



Natural lakes

Impoundments

Coal Mine
lakes

Lake Distribution

 21,000 miles of
fishable rivers and
streams,

 452 natural lakes

 580 impoundments



Why Develop the Program
2. Track spread of invasive species



Why Develop the
Program

3. Education and
engagement opportunities
for citizen scientist



Program Design

• Structured from existing programs

– Monitoring toolkit

• Training workshops

– Plant identification

– Plant mapping

– Data reporting





Workshop Format



Trainings to date



Post Sampling

 Send voucher specimens (if taken)

 Mail/scan map & plant list

 Submit time to CLP website data entry form!
 http://www.indiana.edu/~clp/VMenterdataAqInv.php







Challenges

• Community commitment

• State partnerships

• Information Reporting

What can we do better?



Mission Changes

1. Switching from lake mapping focus to
area/site specific focus

2. Identification of each plant species

Community record rather than of plant maps.



Future Goals

• Partnership Building Within the State

• Crowd Sourcing







Questions?

Melissa Clark

Bill Jones

Volunteer Lake
Monitoring
Communities for all
the existing
resources
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