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Background Overall Results

As part of Governor Christie’s Comprehensive Plan to Part 1:

address the ecological health of Barnegat Bay NJ, a ] o ]

L . Observed Water Quality Data Compared to Existing Surface Water Quality Standards
targeted water monitoring project was conducted
within the Barnegat Bay Watershed. The New Jersey

Department of Environmental Protection and 7 Moni-
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taries. With the better understanding of the water

quality condition, the numeric water quality targets ® Fully Supporting

specific for the Bay are expected to be developed

based on the findings from 10 ecological research pro-
jects and the construction/simulation of the dynamic

modeling tool.

Part 2:
Methods

The water quality assessment included two parts: Part

Comparison to Water Quality Targets Used by Other Northeastern Estuaries

Barnegat Bay water quality conditions were compared to the numeric water quality criteria that have been identified for other es-
1 compared the observed water quality data to the ex-{ | t|aries in the northeast. The ranges of these values, given in Table 1 are considered adequate to support healthy ecosystems for
isting applicable numeric New Jersey Surface Water the specific estuaries . These values might not be protective of ecological health in Barnegat Bay. The maps shown in Figures 6, 7,
Quality Standards, as part of the Department’s bienni- 8 and 9 show the existing Barnegat Bay conditions relative to the selected thresholds used in other estuaries.

al 2014 Integrated Report and following the method
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Action Item 7: “Adopt More Rigorous Water Quality Standards”
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