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A DAY AT THE BEACH SHOULD NOT 
MAKE ANYONE SICK









A DAY AT THE RIVER SHOULD 
NOT MAKE ANYONE SICK



What questions are we 
trying to answer?

 What is the water quality in recreation areas? 

 Is the water safe for recreation? 

Know Before You Go!



Los Angeles



2014 and 2016 Integrated Report

All Assessed Waters Impaired Waters; Pollutant Category: Pathogens



Study Goals
 Assess water quality at popular freshwater recreation 

spots in the greater LA region 

 Protect public health 

 Information should be available for individuals to make 
informed decisions 

 Use the information to educate waterbody users and 
advocate for water quality improvements 



Study Location

Los Angeles River 



Los Angeles River Recreation Zones 
 Recreation zones opened in 2011 and 2013 in Sepulveda Basin 

and Elysian Valley 

 Public allowed to access the river to walk, fish, kayak

 Recreation being promoted by City  



LA River 
Sites



Expansion of monitoring
Storm drain outfall monitoring to look for sources







Fecal Indicator Bacteria
 Test for total coliform, E. coli, Enterococcus

 Presence indicates existence of other pathogens that can pose 
a risk to humans, causing:

 Stomach flu, ear & upper respiratory infections, skin rash

 Sources: sewage/septic leaks, animal waste, runoff



L.A. River Recreational Zones



www.healthebay.org/riverreportcard



What do the grades mean?

 Updated weekly to twice a week during summer

 Based on fecal indicator bacteria levels 

 Maximum of 4 criteria that are being graded

Green

Yellow

Red





www.healthebay.org/riverreportcard





LA River Outfalls







What has changed since we began 
monitoring?

 Additional agencies test water quality in the L.A. River 
recreation zones 

 Data sharing

 Increased Public Awareness 



Impact of our study
 LA SAN posted signs along L.A. River

 LA County Department of Public Health has 
a new fresh water webpage

 Official City of LA protocol for notification 
and closure of the LA River 



Successes: Media Coverage



Successes: Workforce Development

Partnership with Los Angeles Trade-Tech College (LATTC)



Successes: Education & Outreach

Presentations to Thousand Oaks High School, LATTC Stem 
High School Group



Next Steps

 2019 Summer Sampling

 To include Lower LA River sites

 Los Angeles River Revitalization

 Flow Objectives

 Biological Objectives

 Additional Recreation Space
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