Archiving Information About Sustainable Water Resources

 Applying the concept of sustainability to water resources requires combining information about water quality with many other water data. For example, water availability, water use, and related natural resources all are involved. Recent literature search shows that sustainability continues to be important in public policy. The graphs shown at https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=explorer&chrome=true&srcid=0B8FZ9WSEG7a2NzM2M2IxNGMtMzlkYi00ZDc3LWExN2ItYzU5ZWQxN2FhMGRi&hl=en illustrate that sustainability occurs more frequently in the literature than climate change, and that both have surpassed strategic planning in recent years. 

 Because of these facts, a web site to archive Sustainable Water Resources has been deployed. The information covers the general discipline, and is not focused solely on the work of any one organization. Therefore, it may be helpful to those who want to track what is happening in the entire field. Information is included from many sources, such at the National Academy of Science, the Water Environment Federation, various online sources, and some subgroups of the Advisory Committee on Water Information. In most cases there is no cost for the reports on the web site.

 The archive web site on Sustainable Water Resources can be found at http://sites.google.com/site/sustainablewaterresources/  The purpose of this web site is to promote coordination of information about water sustainability. Users are invited to send pertinent information to etsmithsiri@aol.com, for possible inclusion on the web site. Because this web site is nongovernmental, it does not represent policy positions of any agency or organization. 

 The web site includes the Compendium of Water Indicators, a Full List of Water Indicators, Actions and Activities about water sustainability, Reports and Publications, Conditions and Trends Statistics, and Related Links. UN information is included, and definitions of sustainability. During 2010 the power point slides were added for use as the video elements of webinars. How indicators might be institutionalized is described in a session held by the National Council on Science and the Environment. 

 The web site changes about once per month as new information is obtained, mostly on the Actions and Activities page and the Reports and Publications page. Users can subscribe to weekly News Notes about water sustainability. A search function aids users looking for information on the site.
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