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Major Section Title: Collaboration through Partnerships
Subsection Title: Regional and State Partnerships
Place after “Great Lakes Restoration Initiative”

Title: Collaboration in the Rocky Mountains on Nutrients and Water Quality
For three cold February days, 185 diverse individuals, each with their own perspective, gathered to explore the science and institutional context surrounding two essential elements in water:  nitrogen and phosphorous.  The impact of this collaboration may be difficult to see in the short term; however, many seeds were planted that may grow into creative solutions for developing and implementing nutrient standards to protect beneficial uses in the Rocky Mountain States.  

The agenda was developed by a team that included EPA, Utah Water Research Laboratory, Colorado Water Institute, and the Northern Plains and Mountains Regional Water Program, which is a partnership of USDA and Land Grant Colleges and Universities.   Attendees represented various States and various areas of expertise within EPA, National Resource Conservation District, U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, State agencies responsible for Clean Water Act implementation, State soil conservation staff, University Extension Services, wildlife agencies, academia, soil and water conservation districts, irrigation districts, municipalities, waste water treatment facilities, drinking water providers, non profits, engineers, limnologists, biologists, and lawyers. 

Panel discussions, presentations, and case studies included the nature and impacts of nutrients in surface water and groundwater; perspectives on non point sources, waste water, storm water, nutrient trading, and animal feeding lots; the connection between groundwater and surface water nutrients; economic assessment of costs and benefit s of nutrients; nutrient treatment success stories; and perspectives on collaboration.  The workshop ended with recommendations specifically for EPA Region VIII to adopt or facilitate.   

The primary goal of the workshop was to build a better informed and more tightly linked community of nutrient researchers, regulators, managers, policy makers, and stakeholders, leading to collaborative approaches for developing and achieving nutrient controls.  Presentations from panelists, notes from dialogues and break out groups, and recommendations for EPA and others will be available in April from www.cwi.colostate.edu/nutrients.  

A consistent theme remained that nutrients are complicated and solutions will likely be complex too, but relationships don’t have to be.  Regardless of where you live and work, nutrients are probably an issue and there is likely some information from this workshop that you will find valuable.
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Photo caption: The panel is Agriculture, Stormwater, Wastewater and Drinking Water Stakeholder Panel: Perspectives on Working Together. From left to right: Jay Olsen (Utah Water Quality Board), Alan Johnstone (*speaking) (Shields River Watershed Group), Alan Blaylock (Agrium), Jeff Ostermiller (Utah Division of Water Quality), and Tad Foster (Colorado Nutrient Coalition). (Photograph courtesy Lindsey Knebel)
