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New subsection title: Monitoring in the Gulf of Mexico -- Now and into the Future
Monitoring in the Gulf of Mexico was on the agenda during the Council’s February 2011 meeting in Pensacola, Florida. 
· Steve Wolfe, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, gave an overview of the Gulf of Mexico Alliance (GOMA) (http://gulfofmexicoalliance.org/).  

· Phil Bass, GOMA Executive Director, described the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative being funded by BP ($500 million over 10 years) that GOMA will administer (http://www.gomri.org/index.php). 

· Gunnar Lauenstein (NOAA) described NOAA’s response to the Deep Water Horizon Spill.
· Donna Myers (USGS) showed a video of the USGS monitoring efforts in the Gulf (http://gallery.usgs.gov/videos/340).

· Jan Kurtz (USEPA, Gulf Breeze) described the formation of the Restoration Task Force created to develop the Gulf Regional Ecosystem Restoration Strategy (http://www.restorethegulf.gov/). 

· Richard Ingram, Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, described the current Hypoxia Task Force activities related to the “2008 Action Plan” -- a national strategy to address hypoxia in the Northern Gulf of Mexico and improve water quality in the Mississippi River Basin (http://www.epa.gov/msbasin). 

· Ann Jochens, Texas A & M University, gave an overview of Gulf of Mexico Coastal Ocean Observing System designed to detect and predict changes in the state of the ocean (http://www.ioc-goos.org). 

· Peter Sheng, University of Florida, described the Florida Coastal Ocean Observing Systems designed to develop a cohesive and scientifically defensible integrated observing and predicting system throughout Florida waters (http://www.marine.usf.edu/flcoos/ ). 

· Fred Zeile (NOAA, National Coastal Data Development Center) gave an overview of the NOAA Gulf Data Bases (http://www.nodc.noaa.gov/General/gulfmex.html).
More information, including presentations, can be found at 

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/pensacola_0211/ or contact: Susan Holdsworth, holdsworth.susan@epa.gov, (202) 566-1187
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