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Title: NAWQA Science Framework Review by National Research Council

In 2009, USGS requested that the National Research Council’s Water Science and Technology Board review and provide guidance on the direction and priorities of the National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program. This review, which was completed in late 2010, included perspective on past accomplishments and the current and future design and scope of the program as it moves into its third decade of water quality assessment. The full review is available at: http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/NRC_review.pdf.

[If there is space, include the following quote]
The review summarized its findings:  “The Science Framework is an opportunity to demonstrate the past, present, and future impacts of NAWQA and to articulate a compelling case for the need for NAWQA—a need in which the committee strongly believes. NAWQA is a unique program within a unique agency filling the niche of producing high quality national water quality data and interpretation; it is unequaled by any other entity. The committee urges creation of a more focused, restructured, and clarified planning document for Cycle 3 of the NAWQA program. It should clearly and compellingly demonstrate how the program has had and will have an impact on national water policy, and, in part, secure that NAWQA moves through Cycle 3 intact as our nation’s premier water quality monitoring program.”


