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About 35 members of the New Jersey Water Monitoring Coordinating Council (NJWMCC) met at USGS’ New Jersey Water Science Center (NJWSC) on February 9 to discuss data exchange, monitoring networks, and water-quality sensors.  In the morning session, the NJ Water Quality Data Exchange and Brick Township Ambient Monitoring Network were the topics.  The afternoon discussion focused on sensors, led off by Leslie McGeorge, Co-Chair of the NJWMCC, discussing the inventory, history, and other issues related to the use of sensors for water monitoring in New Jersey. Discussion of sensors continued as Dan Sullivan, chair of the NWQMC Methods and Data Comparability Board, provided information on the Aquatic Sensor Workgroup and their tools for generating data of known quality.  Eric Vowinkel from the NJWSC presented findings of a USGS study (funded by the U.S. EPA/ORD) that tested 4 optical nitrate sensors in waters of different salinity, turbidity, and organic carbon in New Jersey..  The use of sensors for monitoring of ambient and regulatory purposes were discussed in presentations by both the U.S. EPA Region 2 and the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)  Differences between U.S. EPA and NJDEP requirements were discussed.  The NJWMCC’s next meeting is planned to be held at the Delaware River Basin Commission on May 25. Monitoring in the Barnegat Bay watershed and estuary will be the the main technical topic.

For more information, including presentations can be found at: http://www.state.nj.us/dep/wms/wmcchome.html or contact: Eric Vowinkel, vowinkel@usgs.gov




