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Title: West Virginia Water Research Institute Monitors the Monongahela River
The West Virginia Water Research Institute is undertaking a comprehensive water quality monitoring and reporting project for the Monongahela River.  Known locally as "The Mon," the Monongahela River is 128 miles long , has a drainage basin of 7,340 square miles, and supplies nearly one million people with drinking water. The Mon’s fishery has improved over the years, but coal mining and an upswing in gas well drilling in the watershed are of much concern.  
The WV Water Research Institute’s strategic monitoring program of the Monongahela began in July 2009.  The program includes water quality sampling on a bi-weekly basis at 4 sites on the Mon and at the mouths of 12 of its major tributaries.  Analysis includes 19 different field and lab determined parameters.  

A website (www.MonWQ.net) provides river users, policy makers, and regulators with easy to understand visualizations of the water quality in the Mon River basin.  The site includes Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping  of the Mon River watershed and specific sampling locations.  The project is being funded by the WV Water Research Institute and by grants from the U.S. Geological Survey.  
For more information, contact: Dave Saville, Outreach Coordinator, West Virginia Water Research Institute, West Virginia University,  (304) 293-2867 ext. 5458 
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Figure caption: WV Research Institute monitors 16 sites in the Monongahela River to inform the many users of the Monongahela River.
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Figure caption: Total dissolved solids (TDS) concentrations and loads varied over time in Dunkard Creek, a tributary of the Monongahela. (Graph provided by WV Research Institute)
