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4. Abstract

India has fourteen major rivers, draining the length and breadth of the country. With the enactment of the first
central legislation to control water pollution — Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act in 1974, Pollution
Control Boards both at State and Federd levels were established. As part of their functions, they have classified
the water bodies into five classes, A- E, Class A being the potable with traditiona treatment, while the Class E
representing very poor water quality. Further, to develop a comprehensive data bank on the water quality of the
national rivers two maor studies have been undertaken Viz. Globa Environmental Monitoring System and
National River Development Program. Under these studies, extensive network of stations were established to
monitor the river water quality. An examination of monitored data revedls that instead of improvisation of water
quality, there is a steady drop.

Hence the need of making better use of the data to achieve the desired result of protection of rivers by taking data
to a) policy makers in effective sense, b) reexamination of science behind the present policies to evolve better a
law.

This paper intends to present a detailed examination of three maor rivers namely — Ganga, Yammuna, and
Cauvery and examine the possible reasons for the deterioration in water quality. Further, this paper explores
various other means to make use of the data to bring more awareness in society regarding water resources.



