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Abstract

The National Park Service's (NPS) Organic Act of 1916 states that the mission of the NPSis to promote and regulate
the use of nationa parks, monuments, and other units"... to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects
and wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means aswill leave
them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations." One task embodied by this mission is preserving and
protecting water resources and water dependent environments in parks. Ensuring the integrity of park water quality,
due to its importance in sustaining natural, aquatic park ecosystems and supporting human consumptive and
recregtiona use, is fundamenta to successfully addressing this task.

During the 1990s, the NPS Water Resources Divison and the Servicewide Inventory and Monitoring Program
initiated an effort to prepare Baseline Water Qudity Data Inventory and Analysis Reports for 270 nationa park units
with significant natural resources using data contained in the Environmental Protection Agency’s STORET
database. The goals of the effort are to provide parks with descriptive water qudity information in aformat usable
for planning and management and to guide future water quality monitoring activities. This presentation will review
the effort, its programmatic framework, and discuss lessons learned in using secondary data.



