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Abstract

In Virginiaand in other states, many public and private organizations are collecting water monitoring data. There
is aneed to create a common database or inventory for these activities so information can be shared and redundant
activities can be avoided. To meet this goal, the Virginia Water Monitoring Council (VWMC) developed an on-
going Water Monitoring and Needs Assessment Survey to document all active and historic (inactive) water
monitoring activitiesin Virginia. The survey obtains information to identify public and private groups and
individuals that generate water quality and quantity data. The survey also addresses the needs of water monitors
in order to evaluate possible services and activities the VWMC can offer to water monitors.

The VWMC's website is under construction (www.vwrre.vt.edu/vwmc/default.htm). Contact information for
monitoring organizations will be posted on the VWMC's Website, and hyperlinks to the Websites of water
monitoring programs will be established. The website will enable users to search for water monitoring activities
based on major watersheds, sample parameters, county/city, and organization type. The VWMC will describe the
results of the needs assessment component of the survey at its annua meeting and will provide an opportunity for
participating organizations and individuals to collaborate and organize effective water monitoring strategies.
Results of the needs assessment component of the survey will aso be posted on the VWMC website. The
methods used to devel op the survey and some resulting information will be presented at the conference.




