
Methods and Data 
Comparability Board 

Update 



Overview 
O What is the Methods Board? 

 
O A brief history 1990s thru present 

 
O Current efforts 

 
O Where should the Board go next? 



What is the Methods Board? 

O Part of the implementation of the 
recommendations and strategy of the 
Intergovernmental Task Force on Monitoring 
(ITFM) 
O [Strategy for Improving Water-Quality 

Monitoring in the United States (August 
1995)]. 

O Mission: to promote and coordinate the 
collection of comparable water-quality data.  
 



Scope 
O improve the scientific validity of water-quality 

data 
O establish comparable approaches to collecting 

water-quality-monitoring information 
O provide a forum for advancing the state of 

technology of water-quality methods and 
practices 

O assist all levels of government and the private 
sector in collecting monitoring information in a 
comparable and coordinated manner 

O recommend initiatives that lead to data 
comparability among agencies.  



How does the Board work? 
O Input from high levels of USGS and EPA 

 
O Issues important to membership 

 
O Support of other Council workgroups 



A brief history 
O Metadata -- Water Quality Data Elements 

 
O National Environmental Methods Index 

 
O Lab accreditation 

 
O Performance based methods 

 
O Biological assessments 



Recent history 
O Sensors workgroup 

O Protocol guidance 
O Data Elements 
O Workshops and sessions at conferences 

 
O NEMI 

O Sensor portal (ACT) 
O Statistics (NEMI-SAMS) 
O NEMI 4.0 



Current Projects 
O Sensors protocols 

O Define fields of information 
O What is a protocol 

 
O NEMI 4.0 

O Better searching, “brand” consistent w/ Council 
O Sensors protocols 
O USGS Protocol library (CDI proposal) 
O Integration with WQ Portal 
O Search by Chemical categories (PAHs, etc.) 

 
O NEMI-SAMS 

 
O Council website 



Future Directions 
O National Monitoring Network 

O Coastal water quality issues 
O Bacteria/virus/human health 

 
O New Technologies 

O Example: AUV work in Great Lakes 
 

O Emerging contaminants 
O Mixtures 

 
 



Goals for this meeting 
O New members 

 
O New directions 

 
O Weds. 1:30 p.m. 
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