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• Provide access to documented quality data and 
information from minimally or least disturbed 
watersheds to assist with establishing “background” 
conditions for select water-quality variables. 

• Increase the efficiency of monitoring with improved 
coordination and collaboration and increased 
opportunities to leverage existing reference sites, 
networks, and financial resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 1: Inventory of historic and current reference 
site monitoring in the Northeast and Midwest 
 
   
Task 2: Develop an approach for evaluating and 
incorporating existing reference sites 
 
 
Task 3: Identify/design of a resource for data access 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Should we establish basic reference criteria? 
 

• What parameters should be included to let users     
define their own criteria? 
 

• What is the difference between an intensive 
watershed and a synoptic sampling site? 
 

• What is our data management approach? 
 

• Should we institute data screening? How does this 
apply to data accessed through the QW portal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Main information page 

2. Interactive network map 

3. Network Site Search 

4. Data Access 

5. Reference Conditions 

6. About the Data 

7. Network Publications and Products 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















About NNRW Data Access Network Sites Network Map About the Data 

National Network of Reference Watersheds 

Development Tasks  Year 1 
1. Create the Network Website 

2. Construct or adopt a network data model (Site Metadata) 

3. Build the database and populate it with the current NNRW sites 

(Funded by EPA Office of Air and Radiation). 

4. Define and Create the Data Access Portal (Meeting with Nate 

Booth’s group in May to determine what is feasible this year). 

5. Present website to the Council at Fall Council meeting? 

Reference QW Cooperators 



 West Fork Gila at Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument, NM – photograph courtesy of NPS 

Executive Committee  
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