
The Virginia Water Monitoring Council

The History
The initiative to form the VWMC began 
in 1999 in response to needs identified 
and supported by consensus of the water 
monitoring community in Virginia. 

The VWMC is modeled after the 
National Water Quality Monitoring 
Council. 

Administrative support is provided by 
the Virginia Water Resources Research 
Center. 

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/
http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/
http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/


VWMC Mission

The mission of the Virginia Water Monitoring
Council is to promote and facilitate
coordination, collaboration, and
communication among water monitoring
programs throughout the Commonwealth of
Virginia. 



VWMC Goals
• Enhance coordination, collaboration, and communication 

among government agencies, organizations, and 
individuals involved in monitoring

• Encourage effective and efficient use of monitoring 
resources (e.g., labor, finances, and equipment)

• Facilitate the transfer of water monitoring information



The Virginia Water Monitoring Council

Steering Committee

The Steering Committee provides leadership for the VWMC. 
The role of the Steering Committee is to generate ideas of new 
program areas and help implement the VWMC's program. The 
Steering Committee members are elected. Owing to their water 
monitoring responsibilities. The Steering Committee forms ad 
hoc committees to plan and put into practice the specific 
activities of the VWMC. 

The USGS and the VA-DEQ serve as permanent members of the 
Steering Committee. All other members of the Steering 
Committee serve a four-year term. They are nominated by the 
VWMC's membership and elected by the Steering Committee. 



Steering Committee 2008 Members
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay

Chesterfield County Department of Environmental Engineering
Clean Virginia Waterways

County of Henrico Department of Public Works
Ferrum College

James River Association
Longwood University

Newport News Waterworks
Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District
U.S. Geological Survey, Virginia Water Science Center

Virginia Association of Counties
Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts

Virginia Citizens for Water Quality
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

Virginia Department of Forestry
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

Virginia Department of Health
Virginia Department of Transportation

Virginia Institute of Marine Science
Virginia Save Our Streams

Virginia Water Resources Research Center

http://www.alliancechesbay.org/
http://www.chesterfield.gov/CommunityDevelopment/Engineering/
http://www.longwood.edu/cleanva/
http://www.co.henrico.va.us/works/faq.html
http://www.ferrum.edu/
http://www.jamesriverassociation.org/
http://www.longwood.edu/
http://www.nngov.com/waterworks
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/
http://va.water.usgs.gov/
http://www.vaco.org/
http://www.vaswcd.org/
http://www.virginiacwq.org/
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/index.shtml
http://www.dgif.state.va.us/
http://www.vdh.state.va.us/
http://www.virginiadot.org/default_noflash.asp
http://www.vims.edu/
http://vasos.org/
http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/


The Virginia Water Monitoring Council

- Surface Water Inventory 

- Ground Water Inventory

- Education

- Communication 

- Finance

Council’s Committees 



The Virginia Water Monitoring Council

Membership

Approximately 250 members, belonging to over 150 different 
organizations, contribute to the success of the Virginia Water 
Monitoring Council. Our members are from:

Academia 
Citizen Groups and Other Nonprofits 
Consulting Firms, Industry, and the Regulated Community 
Local and Regional Governments 
Virginia Government Agencies 
Multi-state and Federal Government Agencies



The Virginia Water Monitoring Council

Members of the Council 
collect physical, chemical, and 
biological water quality and 
quantity data from a wide 
variety of aquatic systems:

- Groundwater 
- Streams
- Lakes
- Estuaries
- Beaches



Key Issues Addressed by the 
Council 

• Education/Speakers for workshops
• Annual conferences on water monitoring 

issues
• Providing timely information to local 

governments and citizens on a a variety of 
issues, for example:
– TMDLs, QA/QC, sampling strategy, statistics  



Benefits and Outcomes

• Increased communication and collaboration 
among water monitoring programs

• Inventory of water monitoring programs
• Increased participation in World Monitoring 

Day activities
• Increased awareness about water 

monitoring issues



Greatest Challenges

• Lack of consistent funding to support the 
program

• All volunteer group – lack of commitment



What the National Council can do?

• Provide clear guidance on what State 
Council could do to assist with national 
effort

• Assist with funding (or provide guidance) 
for a full-time executive director in Virginia  



The Virginia Water Monitoring Council

Come grow with us for the 
common good of the 

Commonwealth!

For activity details and annual 
report visit the Council’s 
website:
http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/vwmc/

Or contact the Council’s  
administrative assistant, 
Jane Walker, at vwmc@vt.edu or 
(540) 231-4159

http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/vwmc/
mailto:vwmc@vt.edu
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