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Draft Minutes – National Water Quality Monitoring Council (Council) 
National Conservation Training Center (NCTC), Shepherdstown, WV 

December 3-5, 2013 
 

(Agenda and list of participants on pages 4-5, presentations posted on Council website at: http://acwi.gov/monitoring/) 
 

Actions, Decisions and other Information 
 

1. Council Updates 
• Announcement:  Mike Yurewicz and Cathy Tate are retiring and stepping down from Council after 2014 Conference. Gary 

Rowe will be the USGS Co-chair of the National Water Quality Monitoring Council after the 2014 Conference.  
• Mike Yurewicz gave a charge to Council members for active participation in the 2014 National Monitoring Conference. 

 
2. Decision: Upon a motion duly made (Cutis Cude), seconded (Mary Skopec), and carried, the August 7 and 20, 2013 Council 

WebEx Meeting minutes were approved and will be posted on the website (Kim Martz). 
 

3. 2014 National Monitoring Conference 
• Logistics for Conference (Jeff Schloss, NALMS and Univ. New Hampshire):  

o Meeting will be held in Cincinnati, OH on April 28-May 2, 2014 at Duke Energy Convention Center.  
o There will be three hotels for conference: Hilton and Hyatt have signed contracts and Omni contract will be signed 

soon. Rooms will be at government rate for single and $25 for each additional person in room. 
o Jeff is finishing negotiations with company that will be providing exhibitor set up and poster sessions. Action:  Jeff 

Schloss will set the exhibitor costs so that companies can be contacted. 
o Registration:  Action:  Jeff Schloss will set Registration fees and deadlines for different categories early in 

January 2014 so that registration can go live. 
o Registration site: will go live in January 2014 and will include Registration, Optional Field Trips, Hotel information 

and information on Duke Center.  
o Action: Jeff Schloss and Local Committee will look into commuter rates for parking since there will be a lot of 

local commuters. 
o Action:  State Representatives need to let Jeff Schloss know if there is any travel bans for States. 

• Local Planning Committee (Jeff Thomas, ORSANCO) 
o Have calls on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
o Committee has been working on organizing field trips. See document “2014 NWQM Conference Field Trips” for a 

list of potential field trips. Local committee will work with Jeff Schloss and/or Philip Forsberg on finances for field 
trips. Action:  Local Committee will have a list of field trips with write-ups and logistics finalized by end of Jan. 2014. 

o Jeff Thomas provided example of 5K race flyer for comment. See document “Fluid 5K Flier_01_03_2014” 
• Extended Sessions (Monty Porter, Oklahoma Water Resources Board) 

o Monty Porter reviewed the status of extended sessions and said that proposals submitted were accepted although 
many were asked to reduce the time allotted to accommodate most sessions. 

o Action:  Monty Porter and Jeff Schloss will work together on logistics of extended sessions. 
• Program Committee (Curtis Cude, Mary Skopec, Callie Oblinger) 

o Cathy Tate presented overview of review process and charge to Review Teams (Cathy Tate, USGS, Alice Mayio, 
USEPA, Conference Co-chairs; See “NWQMC_2014_Conference_Charge ToReviewTeams” presentation for 
details). 

o Action:  Review Team leads need to review and finalize sessions, alternates, and moderators and send to Maggie 
Lengyel by first week in January 2014.  

o Curtis Cude and Barb Horn gave an overview of how the Network Block will work. Description: The main purpose of 
the Networking Block is to give attendees a chance to network early in the conference. 

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/
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 Action: Council members are asked to volunteer to be a facilitator of a group of participants at the 
Conference. 

• Plenary (Mike Yurewicz, USGS) – All speakers have been confirmed 
o Speakers for Tuesday Plenary: 

 Sally Gutierrez, USEPA ORD will talk about Cincinnati area water issues 
 Bob Hirsch, USGS will talk about the importance of and advancements in water quality monitoring 

o Speaker for Thursday Plenary: 
 Robert Glennon, Regents’ Professor and Morris K. Udall Professor of Law and Public Policy, Rogers College 

of Law, Univ. Arizona – talks on value of water.  
• Sponsors/Exhibitors (Mike Yurewicz, USGS) 

o Still waiting to get costs for exhibitor booths before making calls to Sponsors/Exhibitors 
o Information for sponsors can be found under the tab “Sponsors & Exhibitors” at: 

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/conference/2014/index.html  
o Action:  If you know of potential sponsors or exhibitors let Mike know 
o Action:  If you are interested in making calls contact Mike Yurewicz. There are guidelines and tips for making calls. 

• Awards (Dan Sullivan, USGS) 
o Nominations for Council awards are needed please see 2014 conference website 

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/conference/2014/index.html for more information. 
 

4. Technical Presentation 
• Water Quality Framework: ATTAINS Redesign and Planning, Duane Young, USEPA gave a presentation that provided 

an overview of EPA’s Water Quality Framework. The Water Quality Framework is a new way of thinking about how EPA’s 
data and information systems can be better integrated to more effectively support water quality managers. The goal is to 
streamline water quality assessment and reporting while providing a more complete picture of the nation’s water quality. 
(see presentation “Water Quality Framework_background_abbr” for details). 

 
5. National Network of Reference Watersheds (NNRW) – Mike McHale, USGS gave an update on the progress made on the 

since the August 2013 Council meeting and planned tasks for FY2014.  They also plan to give a presentation at the 2014 
Conference (See presentation – “McHale_NWQMC_NNRW_12052013” for details).  
 

6. Water Quality Portal:  Charles Kovatch, USEPA, gave update on WQP. In January, the USDA ARS STEWARDS data will be 
released. The team is still talking about biological data and have rough plan. FY2014 workplan is still being finalize and will be 
shared with WIS workgroup and communicate with ACWI. 
 

7. Action: There needs to be some type of site where documents can be shared among Council members and serve as an archive. 
(No one identified to address action item). 

 
8. Collaboration and Outreach Workgroup – Cathy Tate, USGS, cmtate@usgs.gov and Barb Horn, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 

barb.horn@state.co.us, Co-chairs (see document C&OMinutes.NCTC for details).  
• Conference Planning Discussions 

o Action:  Program committee/review team leads will set up a Dec 17th to help finalize program and resolve issues. 
o Awards:  Action:  Cathy will send out a reminder about nomination for Council Awards in early January. 
o Networking Block:   

 Action:  Questions for grouping people for the networking block need to be finalized to be included in 
Registration. 

 Action: Council members and others need to sign up to volunteer as facilitators of groups 
o Tweeting:  Participants will be able to follow us on Twitter and tweet during meeting. 

 Action:   Need to set up a strategy for tweets. For example, have a contest on who has the most tweets about the 
content of the Conference and recognize them? 

o Written feedback for Council (questions that Council might want to ask): Jeff Schloss suggested that the Council might 
want to put up flipcharts or some other means of communicating with the Council throughout the Conference. 

o Action:  Council needs to schedule webinar on 2014 National Monitoring Conference Webinar to attract participants 
o Plan for C&O State/Regional/Tribal Council Workshop – Cathy Tate and Barb Horn will be organizing this workshop 

which has been very successful at past Conferences. 

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/conference/2014/index.html
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/conference/2014/index.html
mailto:cmtate@usgs.gov
mailto:barb.horn@state.co.us
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• Calling Card 
o Different formats and audiences  
o Business card/bookmark/one pager 

 Action:  Martha Clark Mettler will try to come up with a business card example 
o Need to have unified message on each 

• Newsletters 
o ACTION: Call for assistance/lead on Spring 2014 newsletter version 

• Webinars Topics Proposed 
o “r” statistical training 
o GW lag times affect surface-water quality and the implications to water-resources management. Ward Sanford  
o 2014 National Monitoring Conference Webinar to attract participants 
o WIS Index webinar 
o Council could increase collaboration between Agencies and Academics 

• Webinar Logistics: 
o ACTION:  Call for Council members or someone to lead webinar effort 
o Action:  Cathy will define procedure for running a webinar for Council members and colleagues. 
o Wendy Norton or Sheri Alcalde can help with logistics. 

• Webpage 
o Still being worked on by Dan Sullivan and colleagues 
o Updates will be incremental 

• New member packet 
o What does it mean to be a Council Member? 
o Set expectations for new members (and current members) 
o Action:  Co-Chairs and Executive Secretary need to put together a packet to help new members. 

• Water Tool Box Initiative:   
o Mike Eberle pointed out that the USACE have created a Water Tool Box Initiative (watertoolbox.us) that might be 

relevant/overlap with Council information. The contact person is Ada L. Benavides, PMP, Assistant Director of Civil 
Works and Senior Water Resources Policy Advisor Headquarters, USACE, Ada.Benavides@usace.army.mil,   (W) 
202-761-0415, (C) 202-367-5571. 

o Action: Dan Sullivan or Kim Martz will create a link on the Council website to the Water Tool Box Initiative. 

9. Water Information Strategies (WIS) Workgroup:  Mary Skopec, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 
Mary.Skopec@dnr.iowa.gov, Chair, summarized WIS discussions on water quality indices, potential webinars, and the document 
of “What your manager needs to know” (see document WIS notes 120513 for details). 

 
10. ACWI - Monitoring Challenges in a Shrinking Budget Environment: Doug McLaughlin, National Council for Air and Stream 

Improvement, gave an overview of the above ACWI effort.  
• Action:  Doug will send the draft document created by this group to the Council. 

 
11. Suggestion:  Doug McLaughlin suggested that the Council strongly endorse the Water Quality Portal to ACWI as a major priority 

of the Council. 
 
 

http://watertoolbox.us/
mailto:Ada.Benavides@usace.army.mil
mailto:Mary.Skopec@dnr.iowa.gov
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MEETING AGENDA 
 
Tuesday, December 3, 2013 
 
8:00 a.m. – Meet & Greet 
8:15 a.m. – Welcome & Introductions (Co-Chairs)  

• Housekeeping and logistics (Susan Holdsworth and Mike Yurewicz) 
• Introduction of new Council members 

8:45 – 9:30 a.m. – Conference updates 
• Jeff Schloss on the overall status of conference activities (sponsors, exhibits, facility, etc) 
• Peter Tennant  by Webex or Jeff Thomas on local planning group 
• Extended Session update (Monty Porter) 
• Process for abstract review during and after the meeting (Maggie Lengyel, Curtis Cude, Cathy Tate) 

Morning Break available from 9:30 – 10:30 am 
9:30 – 11:30 p.m. – Breakouts for abstract-review groups 

Team 1 - Room: 111 Team Leads:  Dan Sullivan and Jeff Ostermiller 
Team 2 - Room: 108 Team Lead:  Alice Mayio 
Team 3 - Room: 110 Team Leads:  Mike Higgins and Mike Yurewicz 
Team 4 - Room: 112 Team Leads:  Leslie McGeorge and Mary Skopec 

LUNCH  
12:30 – 4:45 p.m. – Breakouts for abstract-review groups (same rooms) 
5:00 p.m. – Steering Committee Meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 4, 2013 
 
8:00 a.m. – Meet & Greet 
8:15 a.m – 12:30 pm – Breakouts for abstract-review groups 

Team 1 - Room: 111 Team Leads:  Dan Sullivan and Jeff Ostermiller 
Team 2 - Room: 108 Team Lead:  Alice Mayio 
Team 3 - Room: 110  Team Leads:  Mike Higgins and Mike Yurewicz 
Team 4 - Room: 112  Team Leads:  Leslie McGeorge and Mary Skopec 

LUNCH  
1:30 – 4:00 p.m. – Report outs by abstract review groups, synthesis/discussion with full Council 
4:00 – 5:30 p.m. –Extended Session Committee Meeting 
Evening:  MAP meeting – Informal Dinner/meeting Room:  Commons 
 
Thursday, December 5, 2013 
 
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. - Workgroup Breakouts  
 
NAME AGENDA PLACE 

Collaboration and 
Outreach Work Group 
with Conference 
Planning Committee 
 

• 8:00 am Extended session continued 
• Conference planning, if needed 
• Plan for C&O Workgroup Workshop 
• Other  (calling card, newsletters, 

webinars, etc.,) 

Room: 111 
Webex: https://usgs.webex.com and Choose ”(12) C&O 
Workgroup/Extended Sessions” 
Phone:  1-866-299-3188, Access code: 5661187# 
 

Water Information 
Strategies Work Group 
 

 
• Update on the NJ index survey 
• What my manager needs to know fact 

sheet 
• WQP - possible follow-up from larger 

Council update and discussion. 
• Best Management Practices discussion. 

Room: 112 
Webex: https://usgs.webex.com and Choose ”(8) NWQMC WIS 
Breakout” Phone:  1-866-299-3188, Access code:  2025661187# 

https://usgs.webex.com/
https://usgs.webex.com/
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LUNCH 
1:00 pm Technical presentation 

• Water Quality Framework – Duane Young, USEPA 
1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Room: 111 – Workgroup report-out to Council; Council business:  Approval of minutes from August teleconference; 
Roundtable, and closing comments; next steps; actions 

• 1:30 p.m. National Network of Reference Watershed Update (Mike McHale, Jeff Deacon, USGS) 
• 1:50 p.m. Update on Water Quality Portal  

5:30 p.m. National Water Quality Monitoring Council Meeting Adjourn 
 
Attendees at National Conservation Training Center:  Participating by phone: 
 
Alice Mayio  Mayio.Alice@epa.gov  Mike McDonald mcdonald.michael@epa.gov 
Barb Horn  barb.horn@state.co.us  Geoff Scott geoff.scott@noaa.gov 
Callie Oblinger  oblinger@usgs.gov   Dave Chestnut chestnde@dhec.sc.gov 
Cathy Tate  cmtate@usgs.gov   Dave Fuller dfuller@pgst.nsn.us 
Curtis Cude  curtis.g.cude@state.or.us  Duane Young young.dwane@epa.gov  
Dan Sullivan  djsulliv@usgs.gov   Mike McHale mmchale@usgs.gov 
Dave Neils   David.Neils@des.nh.gov  Jeff Deacon jrdeacon@usgs.gov 
Doug McLaughlin  douglas.mclaughlin@wmich.edu Jim Dorsch JDorsch@mwrd.dst.co.us 
Eric Host-Steen  ehostste@hach.com 
Glenn Skuta  glenn.skuta@state.mn.us 
Greg Pettit  PETTIT.Greg@deq.state.or.us 
Greg Piniak  greg.piniak@noaa.gov 
Jane Caffrey  jcaffrey@uwf.edu 
Jeff Ostermiller  jostermiller@utah.gov 
Jeff Schloss  jeff.schloss@unh.edu 
Jeff Thomas  jthomas@orsanco.org 
Leslie McGeorge  Leslie.McGeorge@dep.state.nj.us 
Maggie (Craig) Lengyel Maggie.Lengyel@tetratech.com 
Martha Clark Mettler MCLARK@idem.in.gov 
Mary Skopec  Mary.Skopec@dnr.iowa.gov 
Mike Eberle  mbeberle@fs.fed.us 
Mike Higgins  mike_j_higgins@fws.gov 
Mike Yurewicz  mcyurewi@usgs.gov 
Monty Porter  Monty.Porter@owrb.ok.gov 
Pete Penoyer  pete_penoyer@nps.gov 
Steve Wolfe  shwolfe@usf.edu 
Susan Holdsworth  Holdsworth.Susan@epa.gov 
Tony Shaw  tshaw@pa.gov 
July Vastine  vastine@dickinson.edu 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 


