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 Provide access to documented quality data and 
information from minimally or least disturbed watersheds 
to be used in assisting with establishing “background” 
conditions for select hydrologic variables and water-
quality.  

 Increase the efficiency of monitoring with improved 
coordination and collaboration and increased 
opportunities to leverage existing reference sites, 
networks, and financial resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Complete development of the NNRW Station Metadata 
database 

2. Create an interactive network map 

3. Develop default reference watershed criteria based on 
information available through existing web services. 

4. Refinement of the network website based on user 
feedback. 

5. Presentation at the NWQMC Meeting April 2014 

6. Develop a plan to Link to the Water Quality Portal 
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 It must be able to be calculated with readily 
accessible data. 

 It must produce a sample population that is 
spatially extensive. 

 It must be easily understood and have 
physical meaning. 

 Ultimately this is a water quality network so 
the metric must serve that purpose. 
 
 



National “Core” Reference Watersheds    
(best of the best) 

Also considering: 

Agricultural “Core” Reference Watersheds 

Urban “Core” Reference Watersheds 

Pair all “Core” watersheds with                
NADP gages (n=261) 

 



1. Web development/refinement: Fort 
Collins USGS 

2. Connection to QW Portal: USGS CIDA 
3. Identify additional data available for sites 

(biology, atm dep, etc) 
4. Develop workflow for incorporation of 

additional sites 
5. Incorporation of State Watersheds/Sites 
6. Incorporation of additional watersheds 

(University, Tribal, etc.)  



NNRW Presentations, May 1st: 
1. National-Scale Water Quality Assessments 

 Thursday 8:30 am – 20 minute Presentation 
2. Thursday at 12:30- 13:30 ACWI/Council Booth 
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