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Meeting Minutes – National Water Quality Monitoring Council (Council) 
March 31, 2014 

 
(Agenda and list of participants on pages 4-5, presentations posted on Council website at: http://acwi.gov/monitoring/) 

 
Actions, Decisions and other Information 
 

1. Brief Overview of the Council and Responsibilities  
• Susan Holdsworth, USEPA, Council Co-chair, gave an overview of the Council and Responsibilities of Council members 

and encourages all to go to the Council website’s “About Us” link:  http://acwi.gov/monitoring/about_the_council.html to view 
the Council Framework, Membership, Organization Chart and Terms of Reference. 

• Mike Yurewicz, USGS, Council Co-chair gave an overview of some of the Council’s activities 
o Mike highlighted the activities of the Sensors Workgroup, Water Quality Portal, National Network of Reference 

Watersheds which have made a lot of progress 
o The Biological Taxonomic workgroup has not been able to get off the ground for numerous reasons and would 

benefit from additional leadership. Action:  If you are interested in helping with the Biologial Taxonomy group 
please contact Mike Yurewicz. 

o The Council Co-chairs will be making a presentation to the Advisory Committee on Water Information (ACWI) 
during their May 20 - 21, 2014 meeting after the 2014 Conference. 

o There may be a Council WebEx this summer to do a followup to the 2014 Conference. The next face-to-face 
meeting of the Council will be after Oct 1, 2014. 

 
2. Decision: Upon a motion duly made (Mary Skopec), seconded (Glen Skuta), and carried, the December 3-5, 2013 Council 

Meeting minutes from the meeting held at National Conservation Training Center (NCTC), Shepherdstown, WV, were approved 
and will be posted on the website (Kim Martz). (see document – “NWQMC_Dec2013.Final.Minutes”) 

 
3. National Water Quality Monitoring Network for Coastal Waters and Their Tributaries (NMN): Hugh Sullivan, USEPA gave a 

presentation providing background, updates on the NMN design and plans and recent activities. In addition, several NMN-related 
sessions are planned for the upcoming 2014 National Monitoring Conference to get input and provide networking opportunities 
(see presentation – “National Monitoring Network Update” for details). 
• Announcement:  Dan Sullivan, djsulliv@usgs.gov, will be the USGS representative on the NMN. 
 

4. National Network of Reference Watersheds (NNRW) – Mike McHale, USGS gave an update on the progress made on the 
since the December 2013 Council meeting on the FY2014 tasks and planned tasks for FY2015. The “disturbance metric” was 
also described. Mike McHale will be giving a presentation May1st at the 2014 Conference and will be available at the Council 
booth for further discussions on Thursday. (See presentation – “McHale_NWQMC_NNRW_Council_03312014” for details).  
 

5. Water Quality Portal (WQP):  Jim Kreft, USGS, gave an update and demonstration on WQP. His presentation gave information 
on background, WQP usage, current work, planned work, water quality exchange perspective, and future directions. He 
announced that the USDA ARS STEWARDS data are now available from the WQP. The team is still talking about adding 
biological data, integration with NEMI and enhancement of web services and mapping. Presentations and demonstrations on the 
WQP will be given at the 2014 Conference.  (See presentation – “(See presentation – “WQP_NWQMC_3_31 for details) 
 

6. Roundtable:  
• Jon Marshack, Rep. for EPA Region 9 States, California Water Resources Control Board, gave an overview of the 

work going on in California. California’s Water Quality Monitoring Council sponsors a webex series and would like to 
have the Council co-sponsor some of the webinars. Be sure to check out “California's My Water Quality Website” and 
portals at: www.MyWaterQuality.ca.gov  

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/about_the_council.html
mailto:djsulliv@usgs.gov
http://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/
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• In addition, Claudio Ternieden, NEW Environmental/Technical Rep., Water Environment Federation; Danielle 
Donkersloot, NEW Volunteer Monitoring Rep., NJ Dept. Environmental Protection, and Candice Hopkin, NEW Council 
Executive Secretary, USGS, Idaho Water Science Center introduced themselves to the Council. Welcome Aboard! 

 
7. Volunteer Monitoring Committee:   

• Barb Horn gave an update on some of the activities of the VM committee including map of VM groups across the US. 
Newsletter, and other VM resources. See the Volunteer Monitoring link on the Council’s website: 
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/vm/index.html 

• A “Mini” Volunteer Council has been created with representation from across the Country to help address VM activities. 
• Citizen Science and Volunteer Monitoring groups and ideas are beginning to come together. This will be explored more 

by the VM Council. 
 

8. Methods and Data Comparability Board (MDCB)/Sensors/NEMI workgroups: 
• Dan Sullivan gave an update from the Sensors workgroup and NEMI related activites. In addition to a continuous 

monitoring track at the 2014 Conference, the Sensor’s workgroup will be sponsoring a MegaData workshop on 
Wednesday afternoon. Recent activity for NEMI include addition of Protocol Library, and linkages to Water Quality 
Portal and BioData. Dan also reviewed the Water Quality Statistics and Assessments (WQSA) workgroup’s Water 
Quality Statistical and Assessment Methods Online Database (NEMI-SAMS). (see presentation – 
“MDCB_update_Mar2014” for details) 

• Action:  If you are interested in participating on the (WQSA) workgroup, please contact Doug McLaughlin 
(douglas.mclaughlin@wmich.edu) 

 
9. Water Information Strategies (WIS) Workgroup:  Mary Skopec, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 

Mary.Skopec@dnr.iowa.gov, Chair, gave a presentation on WIS discussions on NEMI-SAMS, water quality indices (WQI), the 
“What your manager needs to know” fact sheets and the WIS advisory role to the Water Quality Portal team (see presentation – 
“Water Information Strategies Webinar 033114” for details) 

• Action:  WIS is seeking short stories on WQIs have been successfully used to make decisions. Please send to Mary 
Skopec, mary.skopec@dnr.iowa.gov 

• Action:  WIS is seeking additional ideas for fact sheets on “What your manager needs to know?”  
o Ideas have included “Why we need a comprehensive monitoring program?”, Why we need a monitoring 

strategy?”, other? 
• Action:  Mary Skopec will provide fact sheets for Council booth including the white paper on “Integration of Designs” 

 
10. Collaboration and Outreach Workgroup – Cathy Tate, USGS, cmtate@usgs.gov and Barb Horn, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 

barb.horn@state.co.us, Co-chairs provided an update on the C&O workgroup activities including: Sponsor web seminars 
(Webinar Series), develop social media tools to communicate, produce biannual newsletters, support and expand 
communication with State/ Regional/Tribal Councils and partners in monitoring, marketing of Council programs, initiatives, and 
products, and assist in organizing the National Monitoring Conferences. The C&O workgroup has organized a workshop on 
Workshop on “C9: Building, Empowering & Sustaining State, Regional and Tribal Water Monitoring Councils, Partnerships and 
Alliances” on Tuesday, April 28 8:30 am (see presentation – “CO_WrkGrp_Update_31Mar2014_Tate” for details).  

• Transitions:  
o Barb Horn and Cathy Tate will moving on after 2014 Conference! 
o Danielle Donkersloot will be a Co-Chair and Candice Hopkins, USGS will help with newsletter 
o Wanted - Council members to lead a specific task for the C&O Workgroup!!!! 

• Call for State/Regiona/Tribal and monitoring partnerships to update Council Inventory 
o Info to create/update is: 

 https://infotrek.er.usgs.gov/apex/f?p=207:101 
o Info to download and see is: 

 https://infotrek.er.usgs.gov/apex/f?p=207:29 
o User name/password in both cases is : 

 reg_council and Council4u,  case sensitive 
• Work on the Webinar series and Council newsletter will begin after Conference 

 
 

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/vm/index.html
mailto:Mary.Skopec@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:mary.skopec@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:cmtate@usgs.gov
mailto:barb.horn@state.co.us
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2014 National Monitoring Conference 
 

11. Overview of Conference: Susan Holdsworth gave an overview of the Conference program. Please see registration website for 
details of agenda and other activites: http://www.cvent.com/events/9th-national-monitoring-conference/event-summary-
96ea0237de664ac0b6941a60101bd331.aspx 

 
12. Conference Responsibilities and Needs:  (Mike Yurewicz and Susan Holdsworth) 

• Logistics:  
o Action:  Need projectors with at least 2,000 lumens (1,800 might be okay) and a spare light bulb. Contact 

Jeff Thomas, jthomas@orsanco.org to get details. 
o Action:  Please let Wendy Norton, wenorton@usgs.gov, know of any Council handouts you would like to 

leave at the Council booth. 
o Action:  COUNCIL MEMBERS -- Please be sure to use the Conference to network! Let Jeff Schloss, 

jeff.schloss@unh.edu, know ASAP if you would like a room and how many people would be attending any 
side meetings you would like to organize during breaks or lunch. 

o Identifiers will be on Badges: Your badge will have some type of identifier indicating that you are a Council 
member and will serve as an ambassador for the Council. 

o Action:  Council members that need assistance with travel arrangements that have not already done so 
please contact:  Sheri Alcade, salcalde@usgs.gov  

• Action:  Council members and workgroup/committee leads, please send your questions, ideas, water quality topics to 
Cathy Tate, cmtate@usgs.gov, and Alice Mayio, Mayio.Alice@epa.gov, to be posted on the “Idea Wall” at the 
Conference. 

• Action:  Susan Holdsworth suggested that Council members attending the 300 + presentations, posters, and 
extended sessions to identify highly rated presentations that have national applicability to pursue for a Council 
webinar after the Conference! 

• Action:  Council members should also interact with participants and ask “what are the hot topics?” and then report 
back to the Council. 

• REMINDER:  Wednesday is HAWAIIAN SHIRT DAY! 
• Reminder:  Please join other Council members and friends for Baseball game on Monday night if you would like. More 

information will be forthcoming. 
 

13. Jeff Thomas, ORSANCO, Local Planning Committee:  Gave a “Welcome to Cincinnati” for the Conference. The local 
committee is excited to have the Conference in Cincinnati! 

 
14. Volunteer Worksheets/Network Block: 

• Barb Horn gave an overview of all the Volunteer Opportunities at the Conference and what the duties were for these 
opportunities including the “Networking Block” (see presentation – “ConferenceVolunteers_NetworkingBlock_Horn” 
for details) 

• Action:  Council members and friends, please email choices to Barb Horn, barb.horn@state.co.us, with the following 
information: 

o 1) Full name, email address, and cell phone number at the Conference 
o 2) Volunteer Choices (Tab name) and Times 

 
15. Layout and Logistics:  Jeff Schloss provided an overview of the layout of the Duke Energy Conference Center. To see the floor 

plans go to:  http://www.duke-energycenter.com/2300/FloorPlansandCapacityChart.asp. The 2014 Conference will be primarily 
on Level 2 (Concurrent and extended sessions) and Level 3 (Registration, Exhibitors, Posters, Meals and Breaks). 
 

16. Demos and Council Briefs:  
• Action:  Updated versions of the Demonstrations and Council Brief will be provided to Council members prior to the 

Conference by Cathy Tate, cmtate@usgs.gov.  
 
 

http://www.cvent.com/events/9th-national-monitoring-conference/event-summary-96ea0237de664ac0b6941a60101bd331.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/9th-national-monitoring-conference/event-summary-96ea0237de664ac0b6941a60101bd331.aspx
mailto:jthomas@orsanco.org
mailto:wenorton@usgs.gov
mailto:jeff.schloss@unh.edu
mailto:salcalde@usgs.gov
mailto:cmtate@usgs.gov
mailto:Mayio.Alice@epa.gov
mailto:barb.horn@state.co.us
http://www.duke-energycenter.com/2300/FloorPlansandCapacityChart.asp
mailto:cmtate@usgs.gov
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WebEx MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, March 31, 2014 
TIMES are Eastern Daylight Time 
 
12:00 pm – Welcome and Roll Call (Cathy Tate, U.S. Geological Survey, Council Executive Secretary) 
12:05 pm – Brief Overview of Council and Responsibilities (Mike Yurewicz, USGS, Susan Holdsworth, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Council Co-chairs) 
12:15 pm – Council Business (Approval of December 2103 NCTC Shepherdstown, WV minutes) 
12:20 pm – National Monitoring Network (Hugh Sullivan, USEPA) 
12:30 pm – Update on Reference Site Network (Mike McHale, USGS) 
12:40 pm – Water Quality Portal (Jim Kreft, USGS) 
12:55 pm – Roundtable – Jon Marshack, Rep. for EPA Region 9 States, California Water Resources Control Board 
1:00 pm – Volunteer Monitoring Committee (Barb Horn, Colorado Parks and Wildlife) 
1:10 pm – Methods Board/Sensors/NEMI (Dan Sullivan, USGS, Co-Chair) 
1:20 pm – Updates on Statistical NEMI (Dan Sullivan, USGS, Co-Chair) 
1:30 pm – Roundtable - Claudio Ternieden, NEW Environmental/Technical Rep., Water Environment Federation 
1:35 pm – Water Information Strategies Workgroup Update (Mary Skopec, IA Department of Natural Resources, Represents States of 
USEPA Region 7, Chair) 
1:45 pm – Break 
2:00 pm – Roundtable – Danielle Donkersloot, NEW Volunteer Monitoring Rep., NJ Dept. Environmental Protection 
2:05 pm – Roundtable – Candice Hopkin, NEW Council Executive Secretary, USGS, Idaho Water Science Center 
2:10 pm – Collaboration & Outreach Workgroup (Cathy Tate and Barb Horn, Co-Chairs) 
2014 National Monitoring Conference 
2:20 pm – Preview of Council Presentation -- Overview of Conference (Susan Holdsworth, USEPA, Co-Chair) 
2:30 pm – Conference Responsibilities/Update/Needs (Mike Yurewicz, USGS, Co-Chair) 
2:45 pm – Volunteer Worksheets/Network Block (Barb Horn, Colorado Parks and Wildlife) 
3:00 pm – Demos at Conference (Mike Yurewicz, USGS) 
3:05 pm – Layout and Logistics of meeting (Jeff Schloss, UNH, NALMS) 
3:15 pm – Council Activities Sheet at Conference (Cathy Tate, USGS) 
3:25 – 4:00 pm – General Discussion and Closing Comments (Mike Yurewicz, USGS, Susan Holdsworth, USEPA) 
 
Participants: 
Alice Mayio  mayio.alice@epa.gov 
Barb Horn  barb.horn@state.co.us 
Candice Hopkins  chopkins@usgs.gov 
Carol Lewis  cilewis@usgs.gov 
Cathy Tate  cmtate@usgs.gov 
Chuck Dvorsky  charles.dvorsky@tceq.texas.gov 
Claudio Ternieden  cternieden@wef.org 
Curtis Cude  curtis.g.cude@state.or.us 
Dan Sullivan  djsulliv@usgs.gov 
Danielle Donkersloot danielle.donkersloot@dep.state.nj.us 
Dave Neils  david.neils@des.nh.gov 
David Chestnut  chestnde@dhec.sc.gov 
David Fuller  drfuller.rg@gmail.com 
Erik Host-Steen  ehostste@hach.com 
Geoff Scott  geoff.scott@noaa.gov 
Glenn Skuta (MN)  glenn.skuta@state.mn.us 
Greg Pettit  pettit.greg@deq.state.or.us 
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Participants continued: 
Greg Piniak  greg.piniak@noaa.gov 
Hugh Sullivan  sullivan.hugh@epa.gov 
Jane Caffrey  jcaffrey@uwf.edu 
Jeff Deacon  jrdeacon@usgs.gov 
Jeff Schloss  jeff.schloss@unh.edu 
Jeff Thomas  jthomas@orsanco.org 
Jim Dorsch  jdorsch@mwrd.dst.co.us 
Jim Kreft   jkreft@usgs.gov 
Jon Marshack  jon.marshack@waterboards.ca.gov 
Kathy Koch  kkoch@limno.com 
Kim Martz  kimmartz@usgs.gov 
Leslie McGeorge  leslie.mcgeorge@dep.state.nj.us 
Mary Skopec  mary.skopec@dnr.iowa.gov 
Mike Eberle  mbeberle@fs.fed.us 
Mike Higgins  mike_j_higgins@fws.gov 
Mike McHale  mmchale@usgs.gov 
Mike Yurewicz  mcyurewi@usgs.gov 
Monty Porter  monty.porter@owrb.ok.gov 
Sheri Alcalde  salcalde@usgs.gov 
Susan Holdsworth  holdsworth.susan@epa.gov 
Wendy Norton  wenorton@usgs.gov 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 


