
 

Draft Meeting Notes – National Water Quality Monitoring Council (Council) 
November 18-10, 2014 

(Agenda and list of participants on pages 4-5, presentations posted on Council website at: http://acwi.gov/monitoring/) 
 

Actions, Decisions and other Information 

1. Council Updates – Gary Rowe, USGS, gave an update on the current Council membership. 
• Steve Wolfe (Watersheds/Wetlands Representative) will need to be replaced; Gary is actively looking for a 

replacement and Susan offered to contact EPA offices in the Southeast to see if they had any candidates.  
• Curtis Cude (Municipal-Public Health Representative) is currently completing his fourth year on the Council. He is 

willing to stay on but is waiting on a decision about a new position he applied for with the Oregon Dept. of Health 
before he can commit to an additional term. 

• Greg Pinniak (Federal Agency Representative) is checking his availability about continuing to serve with the Council. 
• Alan Ellsworth (NPS Representative) is now serving as the National Parks Service representative. 
• Michele Wheeler (Great Lakes Representative) is serving as the interim Great Lakes Region representative.  

 
2. Future Council meeting dates: 

• February 10-12: In-person meeting at the Idaho Water Science Center in Boise, Idaho 
• April 2015: Web Meeting 
• August 2015: Web Meeting 
 

3. Decision: Upon a motion duly made (Dave Chestnut), seconded (Monty Porter), and carried, the July 29-31, 2014 Council Meeting 
minutes were approved and will be posted on the website (Kim Martz). 

 
4. 2016 Conference Update- Jeff Schloss, NALMS, recently returned from a trip to Tampa where he met with representatives from the 

Tampa Convention Center and various hotels.  The Convention Center offered to host during the first week of May, but few hotels will offer 
government rates at this time.  Jeff is working with Tampa hotels to try to see if he can secure more lodging for that week.  No decision 
regarding holding the 2016 Conference in Tampa will be made until details are finalized with hotels and the convention center.  In the 
meantime, Jeff is inquiring about other possible venues, including Hartford, Kansas City, and Fort Worth. 

• Action: Jeff Schloss will update the Council as additional bids from hotels and conference centers come in.  
• Suggestions: Dave Chestnut suggested holding the conference in a facility that can provide hotel rooms, meeting space, and 

meals allows attendees to interact more and is preferable than holding it in a convention center with participants spread out 
among multiple offsite hotels. Alice Mayio suggested that the Council consider limiting the number of registrants so that the 
Conference could be held in a smaller, more easily-accessible venue.  

 
5. Conference Planning Committee—Alice Mayio, EPA, presented opportunities for involvement with the Conference Planning Committee 

for the 2016 Conference.  Positions include those on the Program Committee, Local Committee, Extended Session Committee, Awards 
Committee, and Volunteer Monitoring Committee.   

• Action: Contact Alice Mayio, mayio.alice@epa.gov, if you’d like to become involved with Conference Planning activities. 
 

6. National Network of Reference Watersheds (NNRW) – Mike McHale, USGS, gave an overview of the NNRW web resource.  The 
website has been updated visually, linked to the Water Quality Portal, and Linked to the National Atmospheric Deposition Program.  A total 
of 504 Core Reference Watersheds have been identified and the group is refining the procedure to incorporate new watersheds. A user 
group will test the website before its launch; the website should be ready to be launched by March, 2015. 

 
7. Water Quality Portal (WQP) – Charles Kovatch, EPA, and Jim Kreft, USGS, gave a presentation on Revisioning the Water Quality Portal.  

Currently the Portal is experiencing an increase in user experience and in data holdings.  Charles and Jim outlined how the Council can 
help with the revisioning and plan to discuss the Working Draft of the Water Quality Portal Vision at the Boise meeting (to be finalized by 
May).  Biological data from the USGS and EPA are currently being imported to the Portal.  The Portal is still looking for new data partners 
to contribute data (see presentation Portal_Vision_111014). 
 

8. Sensors Workgroup—Dwane Young, EPA, discussed the State of the Science report that the sensors workgroup is generating.  The 
report will cover sensor data management and data sharing, as well as emerging techniques.  The Sensors Workgroup is also working on 
developing a Sensor Data Management Strategy; currently they are looking at options for the strategy, conducting site visits, and plan to 
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have work finished by August of 2015.  The group will then conduct watershed experiments based on the strategy.  Their first meeting for 
the Data Management Strategy will be in December, 2014.Action: Contact Dwane Young (young.dwane@epa.gov) if interested in joining 
the Sensors Workgroup.   
 

9. Methods and Comparability Board- Dan Sullivan, USGS, outlined the recent work of the Methods Board.  There are currently several 
groups at EPA that are working on sensors; one group is working on a State of the Science paper for nitrogen and phosphate sensors.  
The Methods Board is helping to generate a summary report of where continuous monitors are being used and a report of types of 
instillations for sensors.  The protocol library in NEMI should be uploaded with the next batch upload. 
 

10. National Monitoring Network—Hugh Sullivan, EPA, talked about the revitalization of the National Monitoring Network.  Dan Sullivan is 
currently working on a draft inventory of datasets; Dan is going to look at available freshwater monitoring sites and compare those to where 
coastal sites are needed.  This information will go onto the National Monitoring Network website with links to the most current studies.  The 
workgroup is visiting some key questions about how to move forward with work, including looking at additional funding sources, identifying 
gaps in monitoring, and determining a suite of core parameters to measure. 
 

• Action: Council members from coastal states can offer input on data gaps in their area; email Hugh Sullivan, 
Sullivan.Hugh@epa.gov with your ideas. 
 

11. Water Information Strategies (WIS) Workgroup: Mary Skopec, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, announced that WIS will 
sponsor a webinar on December 16th as a follow up to a presentation at the 2014 Conference on “Hydrology for Extreme Events” along 
with Leslie McGeorge, Bob Hirsch, and Monty Porter.  The group is getting closer to publishing the “What my Manager Needs to Know” 
series. 
 

• Action: WIS group will work to have “What my Manager Needs to Know” series ready by Boise meeting. 
 

12.  shCollaboration and Outreach Workgroup – Candice Hopkins, USGS, presented the new Council YouTube page 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/NWQMC) for sharing videos.  Currently the page contains webinars but could also include content from 
workgroups.  The Fall Newsletter will be published by the end of November; please feel free to submit any articles for the Spring 
Newsletter to Candice at chopkins@usgs.gov.  Other forms of social media will be explored by the Collaboration and Outreach group over 
the next few months. Dan Sullivan presented the new Council website (not yet active).  The website is now oriented for subject matter with 
a two-tier navigation system.  Many pages still need to have content developed that will help lead-in to products or workgroups; these 
pages should be developed by the next Council meeting in February, 2015.  The Collaboration and Outreach workgroup would appreciate 
assistance in developing these lead-in pages. 
 

• Action: Send feedback for new website (http://acwi.gov/monitoring/indexOct2014.html) to Dan Sullivan, djsulliv@usgs.gov by 
December 12, 2014. 

 
13. NEMI – Dan Sullivan, USGS, updated the Council on NEMI activities.  Biodata protocols have recently been added and documented.  

These are currently being reviewed and will be posted shortly.  NEMI would like to become involved in giving presentations to individuals at 
EPA soon. 
 

• Action: The NEMI group is requesting feedback on which category of protocols makes sense to be added next to NEMI. 
 

14. Presentations 
• Ryan Jackson, USGS, presented information on how to use Automated Underwater Vehicles (AUVs) to collect spatially dense 

data.  AUVs allow for spatially and temporally data to be collected in a study area, generating data about bathymetry, velocity, 
and water quality.  This technology offers a significant time savings and can provide modelers with valuable multi-dimensional 
data.  These devices can be used in conjunction with manned boats and provide a continuum of observations in a dynamic 
setting (see presentation 2014_NWQMC_Nov_Jackson).   

• Michele Wheeler, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, explained details of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.  
Michele detailed lake-wide management plans and five-year monitoring cycles.  She also shared preliminary results from the 
water quality agreement to this point (see presentation Great Lakes CSMI). 

• Denice Shaw, EPA, updated the council on the Nutrient Sensor Challenge.  A workshop was held in September with about 40 
participants; this group decided on a set of criteria for nitrate and orthophosphate sensors as well as cost factors.  Denice shared 
the current timeline, including a no-risk beta testing (summer/fall of 2015), verification testing (instruments deployed up to 3 
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months), and judging and awards.  A discussion was held about potential testing sites and incorporating Council feedback into 
the testing process.  

 
15. Open Water Data Initiative (OWDI)—Nate Booth, Al Rea, and Emily Read, USGS, as well as Dwane Young, EPA, presented the Open 

Water Data Initiative to the Council.  The goal of the Initiative is to improve access to and exchange of water information; this complies with 
the Open Data Access Policy that makes for a more efficient and effective government.  Ann Castle (Department of Interior) helped to form 
and push this initiative which will lead to a substantial growth for web services.  Susan Holdsworth, EPA, lead a conversation about how 
the NWQMC should be involved with this initiative as it moves forwards; the Council hopes to bring our perspective of working with various 
groups (especially Volunteer Monitoring groups) to the table.  One product of the OWDI is to align the Water Quality Portal will the National 
Hydrography Dataset, allowing multiple types of water data to be aligned. 
 

• Action: If you are interested in being involved with the OWDI, please contact Al Rea (ahrea@usgs.gov) for more 
information. 

 
MEETING AGENDA 
 
Tuesday, November 18th, 2014 – Eastern Daylight Time 
 
1:00 pm – Welcome and Roll Call (Gary Rowe, USGS) 
1:05 pm – Council Business -- Approval July, 2014 Council meeting minutes (Candice Hopkins, USGS) See link:  
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/telecon_072914/index.html 
1:10 pm – Membership Updates and Announcements (Gary Rowe, USGS; Alan Ellsworth, NPS; Michele Wheeler, WI DNR) 
1:30 pm – Automated Underwater Vehicles Presentation (Ryan Jackson, USGS) 
2:30 pm – Break 
2:50 pm – Bi-National Cooperative Science and Monitoring Initiative (Michele Wheeler, WI DNR) 
3:35 pm – Collaboration and Outreach Workgroup (Candice Hopkins, USGS; Danielle Donkersloot, NJ DEP) 
4:05 pm– Website Updates (Dan Sullivan, USGS) 
4:55 pm – Adjourn 
 
Wednesday, November 19th, 2014 – Eastern Daylight Time 
 
1: 00 pm – Welcome and Roll Call (Susan Holdsworth, EPA)  
1:05 pm – 2016 Conference Update (Jeff Schloss, NALMS) 
1:35 pm – NEMI Update (Dan Sullivan, USGS) 
2:00 pm – Open Water Data Initiative (Nate Booth, USGS; Emily Read, USGS) 
3:00 pm – Open Water Data Initiative Discussion (Dwane Young, EPA; Susan Holdsworth, EPA) 
3:30 pm – Break 
4:00 pm – National Monitoring Network Update (Hugh Sullivan, EPA) 
4:20 pm – Adjourn 
 
Thursday, November 20th, 2014 – Eastern Daylight Time 
 
1:00 pm – Welcome and Roll Call (Gary Rowe, USGS) 
1:05 pm – Methods Board Updates (Dan Sullivan, USGS) 
1:20 pm – National Network of Reference Watersheds Update (Mike McHale, USGS) 
1:40 pm – Nutrient Sensor Challenge (Denice Shaw, EPA) 
2:10 pm – Water Information Strategies Update (Mary Skopec, IA DNR) 
2:30 pm – Water Quality Portal Update and Discussion (Charles Kovatch, EPA; Jim Kreft, USGS) 
3:00 pm – Sensors Workgroup Update (Dwane Young, EPA) 
3:30 pm – Break 
4:00 pm – 2016 Conference Planning Committee Recruitment Presentation (Alice Mayio, EPA) 
4:20 pm – New Business and Workgroup Assignments (Gary Rowe, USGS) 
4:35 pm – Plans for Winter Meeting in Boise (Candice Hopkins, USGS) 
4:45 pm – Adjourn 
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Participants:  
 

Name Email Organization Council Role 

Aaron Borisenko borisenko.aaron@deq.state.or.us 
The States of EPA 
Region 10 Representative-State/Tribal  

Al Rea ahrea@usgs.gov USGS   

Alan Ellsworth alan_ellsworth@nps.gov 
FED. - National 
Park Service Representative, NPS 

Alice Mayio mayio.alice@epa.gov EPA Co-Chair 2014 Conference, Vol Mon., C&O workgroup 

Andrea Jaegge jaegge.andrea@epa.gov EPA   

Bill Wilber wgwilber@usgs.gov USGS Reference Site Network 

Candice Hopkins chopkins@usgs.gov USGS Co-Chair, C&O Workgroup, NWQMC Exec Sec. 

Carol Lewis cilewis@usgs.gov USGS WICP 

Charles Kovatch kovatch.charles@epa.gov EPA Water Quality Portal, Development Team 

Chuck Dvorsky charles.dvorsky@tceq.texas.gov Texas CEQ Methods Board - Co-Chair Sensors Workgroup 

Dan Sullivan djsulliv@usgs.gov USGS Methods Board - Co-Chair, Chair NEMI 

Danielle Donkersloot danielle.donkersloot@dep.nj.gov 
Volunteer 
Monitoring Representative-Volunteer Monitoring, Co-Chair C&O 

Dave Neils david.neils@des.nh.gov 
The States of EPA 
Region 1 Representative-State/Tribal  

David Chestnut chestnde@dhec.sc.gov 
The States of EPA 
Region 4 Representative-State/Tribal  

Denice Shaw shaw.denice@epa.gov EPA   

Dennis Apeti dennis.apeti@noaa.gov NOAA Co-Chair National Monitoring Network Workgroup 

Donna Myers dnmyers@usgs.gov USGS Office of Water Quality 

Doug McLaughlin dmclaughlin@ncasi.org 
NCASI Representative–Water Management/Utilities.  Co-Chair, 

WQ Statistics & Assessment Wrkgrp 

Dwane Young young.dwane@epa.gov EPA   

Erik Host-Steen ehostste@hach.com Industry - Hydrolab Representative-Industry 

Gary Rowe glrowe@usgs.gov USGS Co-Chair, Council 

Glenn Skuta glenn.skuta@state.mn.us 
The States of EPA 
Region 5  Representative-State/Tribal  

Greg Piniak greg.piniak@noaa.gov NOAA Representative-Federal Agency 

Hugh Sullivan sullivan.hugh@epa.gov EPA Co-Chair National Monitoring Network Workgroup 

Jeff Schloss jeff.schloss@unh.edu 

North American 
Lake Management 
Society 

Representative - Environmental/Watersheds 
Co-Chair, 2014 Conference 

Jeff Thomas jthomas@orsanco.org ORSANCO Representative-River Basin Commissions  

Jim Dorsch jdorsch@mwrd.dst.co.us NACWA Representative-Municipal  

Jim Kreft jkreft@usgs.gov USGS Water Quality Portal, Development Team 

Jon Marshack jon.marshack@waterboards.ca.gov 
The States of EPA 
Region 9  Representative-State/Tribal  

Kim Martz kimmartz@usgs.gov USGS Exec Secretary, C&O workgroup 

Kimberly Roth, NEIWPCC kim.roth@gmail.com NEIWPCC   

Lance Phillips lance.phillips@owrb.ok.gov Oklahoma WRB   

Leslie McGeorge leslie.mcgeorge@dep.nj.gov 
The States of EPA 
Region 2 Representative-State/Tribal  

Martha Clark Mettler mclark@idem.in.gov ACWA Representative-Natl Association: ACWA 
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Mary Skopec mary.skopec@dnr.iowa.gov 
The States of EPA 
Region 7 

Representative-State/Tribal. Chair, Water Information 
Strategies Wrkgrp 

Michele Wheeler michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov Great Lakes Region Representative-Great Lakes (temporary) 

Mike Eberle mbeberle@fs.fed.us 
USDA/U.S. Forest 
Service Representative-Federal Agency 

Mike Higgins mike_j_higgins@fws.gov 
FED. - U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Representative-Federal Agency 

Mike McHale mmchale@usgs.gov USGS Reference Site Network 

Mike Woodside mdwoodsi@usgs.gov USGS NAWQA 

Monty Porter (OK) monty.porter@owrb.ok.gov 
The States of EPA 
Region 6 Representative-State/Tribal  

Nate Booth nlbooth@usgs.gov USGS Chief OWI 

Rob Ragsdale rob.ragsdale@noaa.gov NOAA US IOOS Office 

Ryan Jackson pjackson@usgs.gov USGS   

Sheri Alcalde salcalde@usgs.gov USGS NWQMC Staff – Logistics and Travel 

Steve Wolfe shwolfe@fio.usf.edu 
Gulf of Mexico 
Alliance Representative-Watersheds/Wetlands 

Susan Holdsworth holdsworth.susan@epa.gov EPA Co-Chair, Council 

Vic Poretti victor.poretti@dep.nj.gov NJ DEP   

Wendy Norton wenorton@usgs.gov USGS ACWI Executive Secretary 
 


