National Water Quality Monitoring Council

Working together for clean water

Meeting Minutes — National Water Quality Monitoring Council (Council)
NOAA National Water Center, Tuscaloosa, AL
December 1-3, 2015

(Agenda and list of participants on pages 4-5, presentations posted on Council website at: http://acwi.gov/monitoring/)

Actions, Decisions and other Information

1. Council Updates
e  Membership Updates
0 The Council was able to welcome three new members who were able to attend the Tuscaloosa meeting in person
at Tuscaloosa. The new members were Jeff King (NOAA), Chris Greene (Minnesota Dept. of Public Health), and
Larry Willis (Virginia Dept. of Environmental Quality).

2. 2016 National Monitoring Conference — Conference Planning Committee
o Logistics for Conference (Jeff Schloss):

O Registration fees range from $420 to $525, depending on when people register and if they are presenting

o Jeffis finishing negotiations with company that will be providing exhibitor set up and poster sessions. Action: Jeff
Schloss will set the exhibitor costs so that companies can be contacted.

0 Registration: Action: Jeff Schloss will finalize registration fees and deadlines for different categories early in
January 2016 so that registration can go live.

O Registration site: will go live in January 2016 and will include Registration, Optional Field Trips, Hotel information
and information on Tampa Convention Center.

e Local Planning Committee (Kim Haag)

o Committee has been working on organizing field trips. See document “2016 NWOM Conference Field Trips” for a
list of potential field trips. Local committee will work with Jeff Schloss and/or Philip Forsberg on finances and
logistics for field trips.

0 Action: Local Committee will have a list of field trips with write-ups and logistics finalized by end of Jan. 2016.

0 Kris Stepenuck is currently finalizing costs for the Fluid 5K

e  Program Committee (Monty Porter)
0 Monty Porter presented overview of the abstract review process and charge to Review Teams
o Action: Program Committee will reduce sessions and finalize by January 2016.
e  Plenary (Glenn Skuta)
0 Speakers for Opening Plenary:
= Welcome from USGS and EPA (Gary Rowe and Susan Holdsworth)and overview of Council products
= Janet Dougherty of Hillshorough County Environmental Protection Commission for local welcome
=  Dr. Deborah Swackhamer on retrospective and current state of monitoring
0 Speaker for Thursday Plenary:
= Holy Greening, Director of Tampa Bay National Estuary Program
= Awards Presentations
e  Sponsors/Exhibitors (Gary Rowe)

o Jeff is working with the convention facilities group to get a final exhibitor layout pulled together. Latest diagram they
gave Jeff had some problems that Jeff is working to fix. We have been contacted by several exhibitors who have
asked when the website would be up so they could reserve their sites and we have sent those folks a copy of the
sponsorship package. Jeff has finalized registration and exhibition costs so as soon as the exhibitor’s site is live we
can start contacting potential exhibitors and sponsors. Jeff and Philip are hoping to have the website with
registration and exhibitor/sponsorship information up by mid-January.

e  Networking Sessions (Barb Horn)



http://acwi.gov/monitoring/
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/tuscaloosa_120115/field_trip_list-rev.pdf

0 The 2016 Monitoring Conference will feature an entire networking block that will not have any competing
sessions
0 Networking groups will be decided by a combination of geography and topic. See document “Networking
Sessions Nov 2015" for more detalils.
o In addition, the Council will promote informal networking sessions, such as “newbies network,” “leaving a
legacy,” and “lake and reservoir bacteria monitoring”
0 Action: Barb Horn and Jeff Schloss will work together to determine how to include networking topics in
registration for the Conference
Extended Sessions (Mary Skopec)
o Short Courses were ranked and duplicate submissions were noted and removed
0 Panels were ranked; duplicate submissions were noted and removed.
0 Action: Mary Skopec will follow-up with those who proposed short courses and panels to get additional
information, where needed
Awards (Dan Sullivan)
o Nominations for Council awards are needed; please see 2016 conference website
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/conference/2016/index.html for more information.
0 Only one nomination has been received so far

Technical Presentations

Using Water Quality Portal for Analysis, Dwane Young, USEPA gave a presentation that provided an overview of tools
that can be used to discover and retrieve data from the Water Quality Portal. The Water Quality Portal is a web service, and
can be used with a variety of tools, such as “R” packages, ArcGIS online, and interactive excel spreadsheets (see
presentation “Dec2015 WQP Uses" for details).

A Century of Trends, Ted Stets, USGS, gave a presentation on evolution of water quality from industrialization to the age
of the internet. Changes to water quality happened in part due to changes in policy and public awareness of the importance
of water quality (see presentation “Century of Trends” for details.)

Water Information Strategies Work Group—Mary Skopec (lowa) presented on activities and deliverables for the WIS group.

e The WIS group has worked on drafting several fact sheets, and these will be ready for distribution at the 2016
Conference. In addition, the group is working to make a template so these fact sheets can be used by people
nationwide for their own needs.

e  The Water Quality Portal Mission was discussed, and the new vision statement is as follows: “The Water Quality
Portal: The premiere source of water data everywhere, anytime for everyone.”

o  The Water Quality Portal Vision was discussed, and will be shared with the entire Council at a later meeting

Collaboration and Outreach Work Group — Danielle Donkersloot and Candice Hopkins led a discussion with members of the
C&0 Work Group.

A draft of a postcard was presented to the group and discussed
The YouTube channel is a popular and accessible tool; the group suggested making a “What is the Council?” video
A draft of the Calling Card was discussed and a plan was laid out for completion of this product. Assignments were given
out for completion of text.
The webpage and YouTube channel were discussed, and the group decided to push for additional videos on the YouTube
page; these videos should be short videos that are tutorials and demos. Jeff Schloss suggested making a promotional
video for the National Monitoring Conference.
Other media venues suggested were podcasts and RSS feeds; the group decided these may be powerful tools for
communication in the future and methods for outreach will be outlined in a communication plan.
Action: Candice Hopkins and Kim Martz will work to finalize and print postcards by Feb 1, 2016
Action: Spring Newsletter deadline is February 29, 2015. Please encourage submission of articles by this date.
Action: C&0 members are working to draft text for the Calling Card; text is due to Candice Hopkins by January 15,
2016. Assignments are as follows: Jeff Schloss, Monitoring Conference; Danielle Donkersloot, volunteer monitoring;
Dan Sullivan, Methods Board; Barb Horn, State and Regional Councils; Mary Skopec, WIS; Greg Piniak, NNRW and
NMN; Sheri Alcalde, newsletter, YouTube channel, and webinar series; Candice Hopkins, Water Quality Portal.
Action: Powerpoints outlining “What is the Council?” will be uploaded to the Google Drive and made available to all
Council members for outreach activities


http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/tuscaloosa_120115/networking_sessions_nov2015.pdf
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/tuscaloosa_120115/networking_sessions_nov2015.pdf
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/conference/2016/index.html
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/tuscaloosa_120115/Dec2015_WQP_Uses.pdf
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/tuscaloosa_120115/industrial_internet-11242015.pdf

Volunteer Monitoring Draft Charter, Danielle Donkersloot and Julie Vastine presented a draft of the Volunteer Monitoring
Charter and gave a history on why this group is needed and should be supported by the NWQMC. Members of the council
expressed support of a Volunteer Monitoring Work Group as a permanent part of the Council (see presentation “VolMon
Charter 12.15” for more information).

Action: Julie Vastine will rewrite charter with feedback from Council

MAP Discussion, Susan Holdsworth led a discussion of how to get more data in the Water Quality Portal, and how to reach out
to other states with information about the NWQMC.

Discussion among council members and state representatives in particular identified several incentives driving greater
interest in making data available through the water data portal. State monitoring programs are finding it a tool for
sharing their data with entities across the state that frequently request access to program data and volunteer groups
are finding it's a mechanism for getting their data included in the available data call for state water quality
assessments. Migrating data is not simple or cheap. Exchange network grants and the WQX/STORET help desk are
important resources to facilitate data sharing through the portal. The ability to retrieve data across multiple
organizations in a common format is a huge step forward, but creates demand for tools to screen and interpret data for
multiple analytical and decision applications.

The second topic of discussion addressed opportunities to support state representatives in building stronger monitoring
communities across their regions. Suggestions included building a list of contacts in other states, having access to
tools and materials for building awareness of the council, taking opportunity to speak or have presence at regional
meetings and calls. Also discussed was outreach to other states to increase awareness of the NWQMC and making
sure that NWQMC topics are included in state and regional meetings where possible.

Action: Provide detailed notes on suggestions and challenges discussed to both the WQX/STORET and Portal teams
already working on these issues.

Action: Raise awareness through product launches and webinars, advertise availability of exchange network grants,
focus on data collected through EPA grants which already contain terms and conditions requiring data sharing through
WQX.

Action: Provide state representatives with names and contact information of monitoring program contacts for other
states in their region, and expand to broader monitoring contacts across state and federal programs in each of the EPA
regions.

Action: Provide state representatives with tools and materials for broader distribution, ranging from newsletter to
webinar invitations to presentations on the council and council products they could use at regional meetings.

Suggestions:

C&0 Work Group suggested that New Members to the Council be given orientation package with information on how to become
involved with workgroups and advertise for the Council

NNRW and NMN are both becoming slowly inactive; it was suggested that NMN efforts be summarized and presented to the
Ocean Council to determine steps going forward


http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/tuscaloosa_120115/VolMon_Charter1215.pdf
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/ppt/tuscaloosa_120115/VolMon_Charter1215.pdf

MEETING AGENDA

Tuesday, December 1, 2015

7:30 a.m. — Meet & Greet

8:00 a.m. — 8:20 a.m. — Welcome and Introductions (Gary Rowe and Susan Holdsworth, Commander Hancock)
e  Housekeeping and logistics
e Introductions
e Membership updates
e  Overview of NOAA Water Center (Commander Hancock)

8:20 a.m. — 9:45 a.m.— 2016 Conference Updates (Alice Mayio, Callie Oblinger, and Conference Planning Committee)
e Update on venue and registration costs (Jeff Schloss)

Update on plenaries and plenary speakers (Glenn Skuta)

Update on sponsorship and exhibitors (Gary Rowe)

Update on networking and facilitated roundtables (Barb Horn)

Local committee updates and overview of field trips (Kim Haag, via phone)

Charge for abstract review teams (Monty Porter)

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.: Break

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.: Abstract Review Teams break out session

LUNCH

1:00 pm - 2:00 p.m. =Technical Presentation: Century of Trends (Ted Stets, via webex)

2:00 pm - 5:00 p.m. — Abstract Review Teams break out session

5:00 p.m. — Recap for the Day (Monty Porter)

Wednesday, December 2, 2015

8:00 a.m - 8:30 a.m. — Review of Tuesday’s accomplishments and charge for abstract review teams (Monty Porter)
8:30 a.m — 12:00 p.m. — Abstract Review Teams break out session

LUNCH

1:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m. - Presentation: Tools to utilize the Water Quality Portal (Dwane Young, via webex)

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. — Report outs by Abstract Review Team Leads (Monty Porter, Team Leads)

5:00 p.m. — Adjourn for the day

Thursday, December 3, 2015

8:00 a.m. — 8:15 a.m - Review Wednesday'’s activities (Monty Porter)
8:15 a.m. — 9:30 a.m. — Abstract Review Team Breakouts
9:30 a.m. — 9:45 a.m. — Break
9:45 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. - Work Group Break-Out Sessions
e  Collaboration and Outreach (Danielle Donkersloot and Candice Hopkins)
e  Water Information Strategies (Mary Skopec)
e  Program Committee (Monty Porter)
LUNCH
1:00 p.m. — 1:45 p.m. - Volunteer Monitoring Work Group Draft Charter (Danielle Donkersloot, Julie Vastine)
1:45 p.m. — 2:15 p.m. - Work Groups Report Out to Council
2:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. — Discuss MAP topics including supporting State Representatives and increasing submission of data to
Water Quality Portal (Susan Holdsworth)
4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. — Finalize abstract review plan moving forward (Monty Porter)
4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. — Alternative Abstract Review Process (Doug McLaughlin)
5:00 p.m. National Water Quality Monitoring Council Meeting Adjourn

Attendees at NOAA National Water Center:
Aaron Borisenko borisenko.aaron@deg.state.or.us



mailto:christopher.greene@state.mn.us

Alice Mayio

Barb Horn

Callie Oblinger
Candice Hopkins
Chris Greene
Danielle Donkersloot
Dave Neils

David Chestnut
Doug McLaughlin
Erik Host-Steen
Gary Rowe
Glenn Skuta
Greg Piniak
Jane Caffrey

Jeff King

Jeff Schloss

Jeff Thomas

Jim Dorsch

Jon Marshack
Julie Vastine
Larry Willis

Leslie McGeorge
Mary Skopec
Michele Wheeler
Mike Higgins
Monty Porter
Steve Wolfe
Susan Holdsworth

Attendees via WebEXx:

Dan Sullivan
Sheri Alcalde
Wendy Norton
Jim Kreft

Alan Ellsworth
Dwane Young

Chuck Dvorsky
Ted Stets

mayio.alice@epa.qov
barb.horn@state.co.us
oblinger@usgs.gov
chopkins@usgs.gov
christopher.greene@state.mn.us
danielle.donkersloot@dep.state.nj.us
david.neils@des.nh.gov
chestnde@dhec.sc.gov
douglas.mclaughlin@wmich.edu
ehostste@hach.com
glrowe@usgs.gov
glenn.skuta@state.mn.us
greg.piniak@noaa.gov
jcaffrey@uwf.edu
jeff.king@noaa.gov

jeff.schloss@unh.edu
ithomas@orsanco.org
JDorsch@mwrd.dst.co.us
jon.marshack@waterboards.ca.gov
vastine@dickinson.edu

larry.willis@deq.virginia.gov
leslie.mcgeorge@dep.state.nj.us
mary.skopec@dnr.iowa.gov
michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mike | higgins@fws.gov
Monty.Porter@owrb.ok.gov
shwolfe@fio.usf.edu
holdsworth.susan@epa.gov

disulliv@usgs.gov
salcalde@usgs.gov
wenorton@usgs.gov
ikreft@usgs.gov
alan_ellsworth@nps.gov

young.dwane@epa.gov
cdvorsky@tceq.state.tx.us

estets@usgs.qov



mailto:christopher.greene@state.mn.us
mailto:christopher.greene@state.mn.us
mailto:christopher.greene@state.mn.us
mailto:christopher.greene@state.mn.us
mailto:christopher.greene@state.mn.us
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:michele.wheeler@wisconsin.gov
mailto:estets@usgs.gov
mailto:estets@usgs.gov
mailto:estets@usgs.gov
mailto:estets@usgs.gov
mailto:estets@usgs.gov
mailto:estets@usgs.gov
mailto:estets@usgs.gov
mailto:estets@usgs.gov

