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Data are collected by federal agencies, 
volunteer groups, states, territories,
and tribes and shared through one of
these databases:

The Water Quality Portal is a cooperative service sponsored by the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the National
Water Quality Monitoring Council (NWQMC). It integrates publicly available water
quality data collected by over 400 state, federal, tribal, volunteer, and local agencies.

EPA has an easy-to-use spreadsheet template called WQX Web that helps data owners organize their data
and generate a file compatible with the Portal. For information on how to prepare your data using WQX Web,
visit www.epa.gov/waterdata/water-quality-exchange-web-template-files
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Through the Open Water Data Initiative (OWDI), data in the Portal have been
linked to the National Hydrography Dataset Plus (NHDPlus) to allow users
to retrieve data upstream and downstream from their point of interest.

EPA is developing Open Source R tools to support data discovery
and analysis. The discovery tool assists data users in identifying
data in their area of interest and refining them for analysis based
on data quality needs and number of samples. Check out the
discovery tool at www.waterqualitydata.us/apps_using_portal/.

Available at epa.gov/storet

The discovery tool output is the
input for the analysis tool, which
will support the assessment of 
data against criteria. The analysis
tool will inform water quality 
decision makers of 1) sampling
frequency, 2) number of criteria
exceedances, and 3) trends in
water quality.
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