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What is WCIT?

e The Water Contaminant Information Tool (WCIT) is EPA’s
secure Web-based database of information on priority
contaminants of concern for “all hazards” in drinking
water and wastewater systems:

Developed in response to 9/11 attacks
Released in 2005

Describes contaminants that pose a serious threat if accidentally or
intentionally introduced into water systems

Data are peer-reviewed and regularly updated
Data are specific to the needs of drinking water and wastewater systems
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
WCIT is a secure online database of priority contaminants of concern, or as I like to call it, a one-stop shop. It was originally developed in response to the 9/11 attacks and was released in 2005. Because WCIT’s first role was related to responding to these attacks, its original content was primarily contaminants that were thought to be of greatest concern for acts of terrorism. After Hurricane Katrina and other incidents, WCIT was expanded to be responsive to all hazards. When developing WCIT, EPA worked with experts from water utilities, academia, security, and health professions to assist in the design and review of the database.  WCIT currently contains contaminants that EPA and its partners considered to be of highest concern if introduced into water systems. WCIT contaminants include pathogens, chemical warfare agents, toxins, pesticides, radiochemicals, and other toxic industrial chemicals.


WCIT Contents

e 805 contaminants of the highest concern if
Introduced into water systems

* Types of contaminants:
— Pathogens

— Chemical warfare
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WCIT Uses

e As an all-hazards response tool, WCIT can
be used In response to:

— Natural disasters
— Accidents

— Vandalism

— Intentional acts

« WCIT provides detailed information on
contaminants, as well as methods to detect,

treat, and recover from contamination
Incidents




Who can use WCIT?

 All of the information in WCIT is publically
available online

« WCIT, as a comprehensive tool, is
considered sensitive. Access Is limited to:
— EPA and other federal employees
— Water and wastewater utilities
— Public health officials and laboratories
— Government laboratories
— Certain water associations

— Drinking water primacy agencies and their
subsidiaries



How can WCIT be used?

e Practical uses in planning Region
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How can WCIT be used?

e During response to an actual event
— Laboratories: analytical methods

— Medical and public health officials: diagnosis and
treatment information

— Ultilities: information for identifying contamination
and treating drinking water and wastewater

— Emergency responders: field methods

— Officials communicating with the public: reports on
contaminants



How can WCIT be used?

o After an incident
— Data to assist in recovery and return to service:
o Wastewater treatment
e Infrastructure decontamination

» Laboratory methods to confirm successful
decontamination



Ive Demonstration

* Open your browser

« Navigate to https://cdx.epa.gov/

e Log In with your User ID and Password
o Select WCIT from the list of programs

C T WATER CONTAMINANT INFORMATION TOOL

WELCOME TO WCIT

WHAT IS waIT?

EPA's Water Contaminant Information Tool (WCIT) is a secure database of the
most current information on priority contaminants for drinking water and
wastewater security. Tt contains data that will assist in planning for and
responding o drinking water contamination threats and incidents. As a planning
tool, WCIT is meant to support vulnerability assessments, emergency response
plans, and site-specific response guidelines. As a response tool, WCIT is designed
to provide real-time information on water contaminants to inform response
decisions.

WCIT may help some users narrow the potential candidates for a specific
Contaminant that has been identified or is suspected, but is not designed to be a
reliable, definitive means of identifying an unknown substance.

WHO ARE WCIT'S INTENDED USERS?

WCIT is intended for use by water utilities, EPA Program Offices and Regions,
other Federal organizations, State drinking water programs, public heath officials,
environmental laboratories, emergency first responders, and technical a:
providers. **Data are for official use only. Please do not cite, quote or di

WHAT'S NEW?

Sept 29 & 30, 2012 - There was a major update to the Central Data Exchange this
weekend.



https://cdx.epa.gov/

Contact Information

For more information, please contact:
Latisha Mapp
Mapp.latisha@epa.gov
202-564-1390
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