
Long-Term Look at Changes in the Quality of
our Nation’s Rivers and Streams
Millions of Americans rely on our rivers and streams for drinking water, 
recreation, and irrigation. Tracking changes in the quality of these waterways
over mutliple decades is crucial for evaluating progress in reducing pollution
and protecting our valuable water resources into the future. For the �rst time,
monitoring data collected by 74 organizations at almost 1,400 sites have 
been combined to provide a national look at river quality changes from 
1972 to 2012.

This online interactive visualization tool can be used to:

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

http://nawqatrends.wim.usgs.gov/swtrends/

track decadal changes in concentrations and loads of nutrients, pesticides, 
carbon, major ions, and sediment,

track changes in 38 aquatic-life metrics (types and numbers of �sh, 
macroinvertebrates, and algae), and

view trend graphs and download results.

https://cida.usgs.gov/quality/rivers/home

For More Information:

Track Annual Water Quality Conditions in Rivers and Streams

Challenges in Combining Data from Multiple Agencies
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2016.12.024

Water Quality Trends in the Nation’s Rivers and Streams 1972−2012— 
Data Preparation, Statistical Methods, and Trend Results

Tracking the Source and Quantity of Nutrients to the Nation’s Estuaries
https://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/sparrow/estuary/index.html

Predicting Pesticide Levels in Rivers and Streams 
https://cida.usgs.gov/warp/home/

Online Tools:

Estimated Annual Agricultural Pesticide Use
https://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/pnsp/usage/maps/

Reports:

Nutrients in the Nation’s Streams and Groundwater
https://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/nutrients/pubs/circ1350/

https://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/

http://dx.doi.org/10.3133/sir20175006
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