
 
 

A National Interdisciplinary Conference hosted by the Soil & Water Conservation Society 
 

Call for Posters and Abstracts 
Deadline to be considered as an oral presenter: January 15, 2009 

Final deadline for poster abstracts: March 13, 2009  
 
Conference Summary 
The goal of this conference is identification and 
sharing of science-based information that will lead 
to the protection and conservation of reservoirs 
that represent critical water resources in much of 
the United States.   

The conference aims to advance interdisciplinary 
science, research, collaboration and problem 
solving regarding conservation practices and 
sedimentation of reservoirs by engaging 
professionals from different disciplines and 
backgrounds to address this crucial issue.  It will 
provide a unique opportunity to tie ongoing and 
needed research, extension, and education in 
conservation practices (such as CEAP projects and 
others) directly to the health and sustainability of 
reservoirs.   

The conference will be holistic in scope, addressing 
environmental, economic, social, engineering, 
agricultural, and other issues related to 
sedimentation. 
 

The conference is planned and implemented by: 
• Soil and Water Conservation Society 
• K-State Research and Extension/KSU 
• Texas Water Resources Institute 
• Arkansas Water Resources Institute 
• USDA-ARS 
• Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
 

With financial support from: 
USDA CSREES Water and Watersheds Program 
K-State Research and Extension 

Submission Guidelines for  
Oral and Poster Presentations 

 
Oral presentations for the conference will primarily 
be by invitation of the program committee.  

The committee will also review abstracts received 
by January 15, 2009 for potential inclusion as an 
oral presentation. If your submission is not selected 
for an oral presentation, it will automatically be 
forwarded for review as a poster presentation.   

The final deadline for submitting an abstract for a 
poster presentation is March 13, 2009. 

We are soliciting abstracts on any topic related to 
the conference goals and objectives, but wish to 
particularly encourage submissions on research 
methodologies related to this issue, including new 
and innovative research methodologies for: 

• Assessing reservoir condition 
• Determining sources of sediment 
• In-stream processes relating to stream 

morphology and sediment load delivery 
• Reservoir rehabilitation, and others 

 
Additional information on the conference structure, 
objectives, deliverables, and a preliminary 
conference schedule are available online. 

Abstracts must be submitted through the 
SWCS website at www.swcs.org/sedimentation. 



Submission Guidelines  
Information required for poster presentations: 

o Title of presentation 
o Contact person (presenter) with affiliation 

and email address 
o Other author(s) and affiliation(s) 
o Abstract of 350 words or less 

 
A poster presentation entails affixing printed 
materials (typed information, photos, graphs, etc.) 
on a specific topic to a four-foot high by eight-foot 
wide (4'x8') poster board. Audiovisual equipment 
and tabletop or freestanding displays are not 
permitted.  
 
Posters will be on display throughout the 
conference. Presenters are expected to be present 
at their boards during the evening social on 
Monday evening and during the designated time on 
Tuesday to answer questions and discuss their 
experiences and results with conference attendees.  
 
Abstracts will be transmitted to reviewers for 
consideration. All abstracts will be reviewed 
anonymously and rated individually. An abstract is 
indicative of final poster quality; therefore, authors 
are urged to prepare quality abstracts. The abstract 
should emphasize objectives and results. Inclusion 
of tentative or final conclusions will greatly 
strengthen poster proposals. 

 
SWCS Abstract Review Guidelines 
The Program Committee has developed and agreed 
to a list of minimum standards that every abstract 
must meet. Our goal is to enable all submitted 
abstracts to be included in the final program and 
we expect that most abstracts will be acceptable 
without revision. The purpose of these guidelines is 
to enable the reviewer to easily identify any 
substandard abstracts. If an abstract does not 
meet minimal standards  the Review Committee 
will work with the author  to bring the abstract up 
to standard. 
 
Additionally, in the event that we receive more 
abstract submissions than the meeting facilities can 
accommodate, we may be required to limit the 
number of abstract submissions chosen for the final 
program. We have developed criteria for screening 
abstracts in the event that abstract submissions 
must be limited. 
 
Screening Criteria: 

A) Abstract word limit is 350 words. 
B) The abstract should include the following 

components: 
1. Explanation of the importance of the 

research or activity  
2. Objectives/goals/purpose 
3. Methods 
4. Results/expected results 
5. Conclusion/summary 

 
Abstract reviewers use the following criteria:  

1. Importance and relevance of topic 
2. Innovation and contribution to knowledge 

base 
3. Clarity and completeness – made up of the 

following: overall quality, purposes and 
objectives, theoretical and/or applied focus, 
research/activity methods, findings, and 
potential practical application.  

 

Important Dates 
Oral abstracts due: January 15, 2009 
Poster abstracts due: March 13, 2009  

Notification of acceptance will be made by 
April 17, 2009. Final print-ready abstracts will 
be due May 15, 2009. 

Author Expenses/Reimbursement 
SWCS does not reimburse authors for 
expenses incurred for travel to the 
conference. All presenters who respond to 
the call for papers imply agreement to 
register for the conference at the appropriate 
fee, attend the conference, and make the 
presentation in person.  

Abstracts from students and from all 
professional sectors addressing the topic 
areas are encouraged. 

Lodging Information 
 

A block of rooms has been reserved at 
the Westin Crown Center. Information 
at www.swcs.org/sedimentation 
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