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Why Oregon Water Science Center (OWSC)? 
There are a number of reasons why the OWSC, in coordination with Cascade Volcano 
Observatory (CVO), will provide an ideal workshop venue: 
• Marmot Dam, a medium size dam on the Sandy River, was removed in 2007 

o USGS, through the OWSC and CVO, are taking a leading role in pre-, during- and 
post-coffer dam failure sediment studies and monitoring, and has gained valuable 
experience in the practical and theoretical aspects of sediment transport and 
deposition following dam removal. 

• CVO has taken an active role in characterizing sediment transport in support of Elwha 
and Glines Canyon Dam removal plans. 

• There is considerable regional interest in dam decommissioning and dam removal 
issues in the Pacific Northwest. 

• OWSC and CVO are willing to host the workshop. 
o Rose Wallick (OWSC, and Oregon State University Ph.D. candidate) will work 

with workshop conveners to organize the workshop and coordinate logistics. 
• Good facilities are available through the OWSC, CVO, or Portland State University 

(PSU) that could accommodate the workshop as well as the travel needs of attendees.  
 

Workshop Overview 
This draft proposal assumes the following:  
• Approximately 20-40 invited participants will attend the workshop.  Participants will 

represent members of the Subcommittee on Sedimentation (e.g., BLM, BOR, USGS, 
USFS, USACE, ARS, NPS, NRCS, USEPA, perhaps other organizations) as well as 
notable experts from universities and consulting firms. 

• Workshop will last approximately 2-3 days and will entail a field trip to the former 
Marmot Dam site on the Sandy River, about a 45-minute drive from the OWSC. 

• The post-workshop product will entail a brief synopsis summarizing the major points 
presented and outcomes of discussions. It will be available for posting on relevant USGS 
and SOS websites but will not be prepared as a formal publication.  

 
Budgetary Considerations 
The cost of hosting the Workshop depends partly upon the scope of the workshop; however, 
we anticipate that the workshop organization will entail approximately one month of Rose 
Wallick’s time, which equates to roughly $11,200 (not including other expenses). It is 
envisioned that this time will be spent organizing the workshop, coordinating logistics, 
preparing the workshop synopsis, and attending to other tasks.   
 
 Next steps if the workshop will be hosted by the OWSC: 
• Develop a detailed scope describing the objective(s) of the workshop, in conjunction 

with the SOS  
• Establish roles for workshop organizers 
• Develop preliminary list of key invitees who will help determine the workshop 

objectives 
• Set a tentative date for the workshop 
• Develop workshop agenda 


