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Florida Agriculture

* Occupies over 18 million acres
— approximately 52% of the state’s total land use
— most land 1s unimproved, only 8.2% irrigated

Provides for biological diversity, aquifer recharge, flood
control, wetland preservation, wildlife habitat

* Consists of 40,000 private farms
— generates $100 billion in farm-related economic activity
— 750,000 associated jobs

* Farmland provides net economic benefit to the public

— For every $1.00 paid in property tax agriculture only
requires $0.29 in public services
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Overview

* Best Management Practices
— BMP Manuals
— Agriculture Participation and Projects
— Irrigation and Nutrient Management Focus
— Mobile Irrigation Labs
— Education/Outreach Programs

— Conservation Tillage and Cropping Systems
* Water Supply Planning




FDACS
Office Of Agriculture Water Policy

* Established in 1995 by the Legislature
* Agriculture Water Policy Issues
* Water Quality and Conservation

* Lead for agriculture in working with DEP
on TMDL program

* Water Supply Planning
e Field Staff in each of the WMDs




Best Management Practice

“Best management practice” means a practice or
combination of practices determined by the
coordinating agencles, based on research, field-
testing, and expert review, to be the most effective
and practicable on-location means, including
economic and technological considerations, for

improving water quality in agricultural discharges.




Major FDACS-OAWP BMP
Programs
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Manual Overview

Nutrient Management
Irrigation Management
Sediment and Erosion Control
Stormwater Management

Water Resources Protection

Integrated Pest Management




Enrolled Acres

Usage Acres Enrolled # of NOIs
Citrus 563,693.20 3,365
Cow/Calf 1,752,488.05 669
Dairies 52,392.37 29
Equine 628.35 13
Forestry 52,741.00 1
Fruit Orchards 4,286.43 96
Mixed Use 48,333.57 2
Nursery 28,674.58 1,165
Row Crops 908,561.50 784
Sod Farms 33,321.33 55
Speciality Farms 553.92 3

Total 3,445,674.30 6,182

Statewide OAWP BMP Enroliment
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Forestry – 6 Million acres
General Agriculture – 3.44 Million acres
Aquaculture – 875 Certified Operations

1.8M acres enrolled within NEEPA (70%)
80% of Irrigated acreage enrolled (statewide)
Adopted BMP programs in place for virtually all commodities



Suwannee River Partnership

Crop Management Tools

Irrigation System Efficiency Improvements
Subsurface Drip Irrigation Demonstrations
Weather Stations

Computer controlled Irrigation Systems




Suwannee River Partnership
“o s & Equipment
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Drip and Micro Irrigation




Improving Irrigation System
Management




MOBILE IRRIGATION LABS (MiLs)
AGRICULTURAL SERVICE AREAS
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Mobile Irrigation Labs




MIL Pre and Post Evaluations
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Improve Irrigation Systems




Crop Practices

Conservation




Water Supply Planning

Regional Water Supply Plans

— Assessments

— Future Projections
— Conservation Requirements | LesEwD

gl

— Alternative Water Supply
Senate Bill 948

FDACS support existing
planning process

Help gather data for
Agriculture
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DEP and WMDs
Each WMD assesses water supply every 5 years
Initiate Water Supply Planning Process
Project water needs for next 20 years
Public Supply, Agriculture



Fresh Water Demand & Use
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Private Agricultural, Range, and Forested
Land

Legend
D Major Lakes and Rivers
) Public/Tribal Lands

County Boundaries
Statewide WMD LULC (2004 - 08)
- Level 1: 2000, 3000, 4000
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Start with an overview of agriculture in Florida.  Not counting the 9.5 million acres of publically owned land in the state – Ag, range, and forestry make up 2/3 of the remaining land use.


SFWMD
Dispersed Water Management
“By The Numbers”

 Through a combination of public and private projects,
181,500 acre-feet of water retention/storage has been

made available to date

e 7o date, the District has collaborated with more than
100 participating landowners

* The ultimate goal for the program is to provide 450,000
acre-feet of retention/storage throughout the Northern
Everglades watershed

. * 450,000 acre-feet of additional storage equates to
== approximately 1 foot of water off of Lake Okeechobee
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Summary

-Agriculture producers.....

* have a significant incentive to be efficient

* are willing to utilize technology and use BMPs

* have enrolled 9 million acres in the FDACS BMP program

* are using mobile irrigation labs to improve irrigation system
efficlency and save water

* are using conservation tillage and cropping systems

-Water Supply Planning is key




Thank You!
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