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The National Research Council 

• 35 Boards 

• 250 Reports/year 

• 650 Committees 

• 6,500 Volunteers 

• $330 Million annual budget 

- all from contracts and grants, no direct 
appropriations 

- ~85% from the federal government 

• “501 (c) (3) nonprofit” designation 

 

 

 

 



NRC issues about 1 report/day on a range of issues in 
science, technology, engineering, and medicine. 

National Research Council Reports 



Water and Soil Remediation 
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and Sanitation 

 



Hydrologic Hazards 



Large River Systems 



Ecosystem Restoration 



Water Science and Research 



Sample WSTB Study Sponsors 
FEDERAL: 
Departments of the U.S. Army, and U.S. Navy 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
National Science Foundation 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (Forest Service; NRCS) 
U.S. Department of the Interior (Fish and Wildlife; NPS; Reclamation; USGS) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
STATE:  
California Department of Water Resources 
Edwards Aquifer Authority (San Antonio TX) 
St. Johns Water Management District (FL) 
South Florida Water Management District 
Southern Nevada Water Authority 
Texas Water Development Board 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
 
PRIVATE SECTOR AND FOUNDATIONS: 
American Water Works Company, Inc. 
McKnight Foundation (MN) 
The Water Institute of the Gulf (LA) 
Walton Family Foundation (AK) 

 



NRC and WSTB Statements of Task 

Cover a range of topics and questions: 
 

• Program reviews, analytical and decision methods 
 
• Scientific, technological, and science-policy questions 

and issues 
 
• Draft report reviews 

 



Program reviews, analytical & decision methods 

Reviews of USGS Water Resources Division, National 
Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program 
 
Reviews of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Planning 
Methods, Analytical Procedures 
 
Reviews of restoration plans and related scientific issues 
in Florida’s Greater Everglades Ecosystem 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Scientific, Technological, and Science-Policy  
questions and issues 

Missouri River sediment and decision making 
 
Scientific aspects of FWS and NMFS Biological Opinions – 
California Bay-Delta, Klamath River 
 
Implications of proposed irrigation water withdrawals for 
Columbia River salmon survival 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Draft report/study reviews 
 

Reviews of St. Johns River Water Supply Impact Studies 
 
Reviews of U.S. Army Corps Feasibility Studies for the Upper 
Mississippi River and Illinois Waterway 
 
Reviews of draft reports from the Interagency Performance 
Evaluation Review Team (IPET); assessments of New Orleans 
hurricane protection system performance during Katrina 
 



Jeffrey Jacobs 
Director 
Water Science and Technology Board 
National Research Council 
Washington, DC 
 
Email: jjacobs@nas.edu 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jjacobs@nas.edu

