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 14,670 sq. mi. 
 

 4 states and DC 
 

 5 geologic 
provinces 
 

 6.11M basin 
residents, ~ ¾ in 
DC metro area 
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Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin 
(ICPRB) 

 

Mission: “protect and enhance the waters and related 
resources of the Potomac River basin through science, 
regional cooperation, and education” 
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Collaborative development of an 
adaptive basin-wide 

comprehensive water resources 
plan to serve as a roadmap for 

the sustainable use of this 
interstate resource now and into 

the future 
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Four phases 
 

1. Scope  

 

2. Identify issues 

 

3. Develop recommendations 

 

4. Develop plan 
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Underway 



 Initiate stakeholder participation 
• ICPRB member jurisdictions  

• Advisory committee 

• Technical committee(s) 

• Public outreach 

 
Develop shared vision 
    and objectives 
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http://www.potomacriver.org/... 



Commission members  
• (PA, MD, VA, WV, DC, federal gov’t) 

Local gov’t 
Non-profits 
Water utilities 
 Industry 
Agriculture 
General public 
Others… 
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Review of state and local comprehensive plans 
 

Survey of water resources-related 
organizations 
 

Geospatial risk assessment based on EPA 
Recovery Potential Screening and other tools 
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38 issues identified under 9 topic areas 

12 



13 

Soil Stability Impervious Cover 

Geospatial evaluation of issues 



Prepare introductory sections of a draft plan 
with 
 

• Basin background info 

• Description of water resources issues 
 

as a way to continue the stakeholder dialogue 
and proceed to Phases 3 and 4 of the plan 
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Environmental flow 
protection 

Flood protection 
and management 

Hydrologic and 
floodplain function 

restoration 

Water supply and 
sustainable 
watershed 

management 

Examples 
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 Integrating existing data and research for analysis at the 
basin-wide scale 
 

 Enhancing interstate collaboration 
 

 Managing an interstate resource at the interstate scale 
(impacts across state lines) 
 

 Increasing cost efficiency 
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Diverse, sometimes competing, interests (e.g. 
ecosystem, human health, economic) 
 

 Scale 
 

• Focus on interstate issues; 
 

• Meaningful and implementable at the local level, where 
action and implementation typically occur; and 
 

• Statewide principles should also be developed to assist in 
state planning efforts. 
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Collaboration will be an essential component of 
developing a comprehensive basin-wide water 

resources management plan. 
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