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The Council of Governments is an 

independent, nonprofit association 

of 22 local governments 

• 300+ local, state & federal elected officials 

About the Council 

mwcog.org 



COG Members & Water Utilities 
 District of Columbia: 

District of Columbia 

   

 Maryland: 

Bladensburg* 

Bowie 

 Charles County 

College Park 

Frederick 

Frederick County 

Gaithersburg 

Greenbelt 

Montgomery County 

Prince George's County 

Rockville 

Takoma Park 

 Virginia: 

Alexandria 

Arlington County 

Fairfax 

Fairfax County 

Falls Church 

Loudoun County 

Manassas 

Manassas Park 

Prince William County  

 * adjunct member 

 Participating Wastewater & Water Utilities 

   

 District of Columbia: 

DC Water 

   

 Maryland: 

Washington Suburban Sanitary 

Commission 

 

Virginia: 

Alexandria Renew Enterprises 

 Fairfax Water 

 Leesburg 

Loudoun Water 

 Prince William County Service Authority  

 Purcellville 

 Upper Occoquan Service Authority 

http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/dc.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/bladensburg.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/bowie.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/charles.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/collegepark.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/frederickcity.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/frederickcity.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/frederick.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/gaithersburg.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/greenbelt.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/montgomery.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/princegeorges.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/princegeorges.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/rockville.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/takomapark.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/alexandria.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/arlington.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/cityfairfax.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/cityfairfax.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/fairfax.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/fallschurch.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/loudoun.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/manassas.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/manassaspark.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/manassaspark.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/manassaspark.asp
http://www.mwcog.org/about/jurisdiction/princewilliam.asp
http://www.dcwater.com/
http://www.wsscwater.com/home/jsp/home.faces
http://www.wsscwater.com/home/jsp/home.faces
http://alexsan.org/
http://www.fcwa.org/
http://www.leesburgva.gov/index.aspx?page=4
http://www.loudounwater.org/
http://www.pwcsa.org/
http://purcellvilleva.gov/Directory.aspx?did=14
http://www.uosa-construction.org/IndexUOSA.asp
http://www.uosa-construction.org/IndexUOSA.asp


The region’s vision for a more 

Accessible, Sustainable, 

Prosperous, and Livable 

metropolitan Washington. 

COG VISION & PRIORITIES 

mwcog.org 

Since 1957 - COG has helped tackle region’s challenges (e.g., 

restoration of Potomac River, getting Metro system built, & strengthening 

emergency preparedness after September 11, 2001). 

Today - COG’s top priorities include advancing the Region Forward 

vision, addressing Regional Infrastructure, and supporting Economic 

Competitiveness 

Regional Infrastructure  http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-

documents/pF5bXFw20150115102928.pdf 

 

http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/pF5bXFw20150115102928.pdf
http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/pF5bXFw20150115102928.pdf
http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/pF5bXFw20150115102928.pdf
http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/pF5bXFw20150115102928.pdf


• Who regulates: 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

• Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) 

• Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VA-

DEQ) 
 

• Who’s responsible: 

• Stormwater - Local governments 

• Wastewater – Local governments & authorities 

• Drinking water – Authorities & local governments & 

COE 

WATER RESOURCES:  Wastewater, Stormwater & 

Drinking Water 

mwcog.org 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=s0BuKRO77BEjwM&tbnid=MyzBzMjJ4E7bZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://marylandreporter.com/2011/12/02/harsh-audit-of-department-of-environment-finds-questionable-septic-grants-lack-of-inspections/&ei=PuaQU-GbAffNsQTQs4Fg&bvm=bv.68445247,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGMraciw5trCQ6y3ECwLZGPoOc2Aw&ust=1402091435872447


COG Region Major (>2 MGD) Wastewater  

Treatment Plants  & Capacity  
District: 

Blue Plains – 370  {serves DC, & parts of VA& MD; & ~47% of overall region} 
 

Virginia: 

Alexandria – 54 

Arlington – 40 

Ballenger Creek – 6 

Broad Run – 10 

Dale City #1 – 4 

Dale City #8 – 4 

H.L. Mooney – 18 

Leesburg – 5 

Noman Cole – 67 

UOSA – 54 
 

Maryland: 

Bowie – 3 

Frederick – 8 

Mattawoman - 20 

Parkway - 30 

Piscataway – 30 

Seneca Creek – 26 

Western Branch – 30 
 

TOTAL – 779  MGD (Million Gallons per Day) 

• 19 major WWTPs 

• 16 collection providers 

• Mix of local governments, 

authorities, & federal govt. 



MS4 

Stormwater 

Permits – COG 

Region 
• Phase I (larger counties) 

or Phase II (smaller 

counties and towns)  

• Phase I’s – Revised 

permits either in place 

(Montgomery, District) 

or being renewed now 

• Phase II’s - Due for 

renewal in 2012, 2013 

 
 

Stormwater 

Management 
Local Drivers: 

• Construction, & post-

construction 

regulations 

• MS4 permits  

• Local TMDLs 

• Bay TMDL  

• Restoration Goals 



• 13 suppliers 

• 27 distributors 

• Mix of local governments, 

authorities, federal govt., & 

private firms 

 

• Water Sources:  Potomac River, 

Occoquan and other reservoirs , 

and groundwater 

Service Areas for Washington Metropolitan 

Region Water Suppliers & Distributors 



Water Supply 
(not including groundwater sources) 

Schematic of metro Washington Water Supply
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Water

COG/Interstate Commission  on the Potomac River Basin

March 2000

Goose Creek

Thousands of critical 

buildings and functions: 

• The U.S. Capitol 

Complex 

• The White House 

• The Pentagon 



Regional Climate Planning 

 

 

 

 

 



Water Resource Drivers 



Challenges & Opportunities 

Sector / Challenges 
Potable  

Water 

Wastewater 
(also CSOs/SSOs, 

& Biosolids) 

Stormwater 

Replace Existing/Aging Infrastructure 
(i.e., plants, ancillary systems, BMPs, and pipe networks) 

X X ???? 

Add New Infrastructure or Retrofits/Upgrades X X X 

Enhance Linked Energy Infrastructure 
(e.g., electrical grid &/or alternative power sources) 

X X 

Deal with Growth Impacts 
(e.g., cap loads versus increased demands/impacts) 

X X X 

Meet New Standards & Regulations 
(e.g., time & ability to implement, available technology, need for 

permitting flexibility) 

X X X 

Protect Existing Resources & Address New 

Environmental Challenges & Risks 
(e.g. climate change, extreme events) 

X X X 

Address Work Force Issues 
(e.g., loss of experienced staff, 21st Century training needs) 

X X X 

Address Major Funding Demands & Rate/Fee 

Impacts 
(e.g., competing demands, economy, affordability, & implementation 

schedules) 

X X X 



COG Support Activities 

mwcog.org 

Collaborative Efforts: 

• Regional Water Quality Assessments 
 

• Technical/Regulatory Support 

• Climate/Extreme Weather Impacts 
 

• Blue Plains IMA Coordination & Support 
 

• Security & Mutual Aid 
 

• Permitting & Regulatory Tracking 
 

• Watershed Restoration – Anacostia 
 

• Policy & Advocacy 

• Wastewater 

• Regional water quality assessments, coordination on wastewater 

issue, & Blue Plains coordination support 
 

• Stormwater 

• Permitting & regulatory coordination, & watershed restoration) 

• Drinking Water 

• Drought plan, source water protection, supply/demand planning, & 

water conservation 



Contact Information 

Tanya T. Spano, Chief 

Regional Water Quality Management  

Metropolitan Washington Council of 

Governments (MWCOG) 

(202) 962-3776 

tspano@mwcog.org  

mailto:tspano@mwcog.org

