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Governor Inslee’s recent declaration of drought in 24 of Washington’s 62 watersheds has
triggered a flurry of activity. By law, drought is declared when a region’s water supply is at 75%
of normal (or worse) and this water deficit will cause “hardship” to water uses and users.

Washington has experienced a fairly normal year for rain, but air temperatures over the winter were
nearly 5 degrees F higher than normal, making the 2014-15 winter the warmest on record. As a result,
snow fall was scant. Mountain snowpack is like a natural reservoir. As accumulated snow melts over the
summer, it percolates into groundwater and feeds the headwaters of streams. Water will flow in streams
during summer months, even with no rain, as a result of snowpack and groundwater reserves. This year,
snowpack is substantially less than normal for the Olympic, Cascade and Northern Rockies mountains,
and as a consequence, we are facing a very dry summer season in Washington.
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