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GAO was asked to examine the TMDL program, specifically (1) EPA’s and 
states’ responsibilities in developing and implementing TMDLs, (2) what is 
known about the status of long-established TMDLs, (3) the extent to which 
such TMDLs contain features key to attaining water quality standards, and (4) 
the extent to which TMDLs exhibit factors that facilitate effective 
implementation. GAO asked water resource experts to review a random 
sample of 25 long-established TMDLs and surveyed state officials who are 
responsible for implementing a representative sample of 191 long-established 
TMDLs. 
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