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2014 Earth's warmest year on record; 

December 2014 record warm; Global oceans also record warm for 2014 

The globally averaged temperature over land and ocean surfaces for 2014 was the highest 
among all years since record keeping began in 1880. The December combined global land and 
ocean average surface temperature was also the highest on record. 
•  During 2014, the average temperature across global land and ocean surfaces was 1.24°F 
(0.69°C) above the 20th century average. This was the highest among all 135 years in the 1880–
2014 record, surpassing the previous records of 2005 and 2010 by 0.07°F (0.04°C). 
  
•  Record warmth was spread around the world, including Far East Russia into western Alaska, 
the western United States, parts of interior South America, most of Europe stretching into 
northern Africa, parts of eastern and western coastal Australia, much of the northeastern Pacific 
around the Gulf of Alaska, the central to western equatorial Pacific, large swaths of 
northwestern and southeastern Atlantic, most of the Norwegian Sea, and parts of the central to 
southern Indian Ocean. 
  
•  During 2014, the globally-averaged land surface temperature was 1.80°F (1.00°C) above the 
20thcentury average. This was the fourth highest among all years in the 1880–2014 record. 
  
•  During 2014, the globally-averaged sea surface temperature was 1.03°F (0.57°C) above the 
20thcentury average. This was the highest among all years in the 1880–2014 record, surpassing 
the previous records of 1998 and 2003 by 0.09°F (0.05°C). 
  
•  Looking above Earth's surface at certain layers of the atmosphere, two different analyses 
examined NOAA satellite-based data records for the lower and middle troposphere and the 
lower stratosphere. 
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