
   
California Water Plan 
  
The California Water Plan has been under development for some years. The most recent effort 
was in 2013, with collaborative work of the University of California at Davis, the California 
Department of Water Resources, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. A good deal of 
the plan relies on the use of indicators and analyses of water sustainability. See the following 
link for more information: 
  
http://indicators.ucdavis.edu/ 
  
In addition, the 2013 report can be found as follows: 
  
Shilling, Fraser, The California Water Sustainability Indicators Framework: Draft Final Report, 
University of California, Davis, 2013. 
  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8FZ9WSEG7a2bkhyOHY3LXFfMTQ/edit?usp=sharing 
  
The Water Sustainability Indicators Framework grew out of regional projects developing 
indicators for water and watershed condition. The California Water Plan Update 2013 team 
decided to incorporate sustainability indicators into the Update in response to recommendations 
from the 2009 Update advisory process. This report describes the work completed in two 
phases by the UC Davis team between 2011 and 2013. The first phase (henceforth Phase I) 
involved developing an analytical framework and approach (henceforth Framework) for 
developing and evaluating indicators. The second phase (henceforth Phase II) involved pilot 
testing the Framework at the state and regional scales and development of a web-based 
reporting and decision-support tool. The report is divided among these two phases, with the 
intent that the bulk of the report would be included in the California Water Plan Update 2013, 
Volume IV – Technical Appendices. 
  
The Phase I report describes the progressive development and use of sustainability indicators 
from vision and goal setting to reporting and knowledge-building. It describes the disaggregation 
of goals into measurable objectives in the presence of tribe, stakeholder, and agency 
contributions, and the identification of indicators corresponding to the goals and objectives. It 
describes the use of a novel method for measuring sustainability performance that involves 
comparing condition to defined desired and undesired targets. The scores that result from the 
comparison can be reported at various scales, depending on the fineness and extent of the 
data. Finally, the Framework describes reporting conditions and trends in various formats, 
including a report card in narrative, tabular, and/or map form. 
  
The Phase II report describes the testing of the Framework at the state scale and the region 
scale. The statewide reporting is primarily at the Hydrologic Region (HR) scale, with additional 
reporting at finer scales where possible, based on the US Geological Survey’s Hydrologic Unit 
Code (HUC) system for watershed classification. The Santa Ana Watershed Protection 
Authority (SAWPA) region was chosen after consideration of multiple candidate regions 
because of complexity of the region, availability of a stakeholder process, and capacity of 
SAWPA to partner with the UC Davis team. The Council for Watershed Health assisted with this 
regional project, under contract with SAWPA. 
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